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FINDING THE WORDS

Dear Friends,

In our bible study on Ephesians this week, | was
struck by how St Paul was writing to a church that
did not have 2000 years of Christian history behind
it, and yet at the same time, as Anne observed,
faced the same challenges that the church faces
today.

Paul is focused on drawing the Ephesians away
from the many ideas, philosophies and
understandings of God, and gods, to a single
source... our Lord Jesus Christ.

Being in the 1st century, without the consolidated
New Testament, the creeds, the commentaries of
scores of generations of scholars and the history of
the traditions of practices that have enriched and
divided the church over the centuries, Paul, gifted
by the Holy Spirit at work in him, articulates with an
eternal clarity who Jesus is and what He has done
for us. It is a radically transformed understanding of
our God of limitless grace, who gives Himself for us
in service; even to bearing all we bear (and more),
and in offering His own life to us through the Holy
Spirit dwelling within us. We are not just saved from
judgment for our failings but, in Paul's own words,
God has “raised us up with him and seated us with
him in the heavenly placesin Christ Jesus, so that
in the ages to come he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness
toward us in Christ Jesus.”

The whole thrust and motive of God’s creative
and redeeming work is His “grace in kindness
toward us”. Towards you and me, just as it was
towards Paul and the Ephesians.
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Paul's social world was diverse and cruel. Many
ideas underscored the chasing of power and
status, justified and even glorified violence and
oppression. Those who held them were not
afraid to use their strength against this growing
movement of “the Way” who had experienced
the reality of God's new creation in them
through Jesus and the gift of the Spirit. Paul
was spiritually fighting on all sides; Against
contemporary polytheism, atheism, different
understandings of monotheism. He carried a
constant worry that all of these ideas would
undermine the glorious truth of the Gospel and
the revelation of God Himself through His Son.
So it makes complete sense that so much of his
letter writing focused on proclaiming again and
again the person and work of Jesus.



Jesus is the focus. It is personal knowledge of
Him, through the Spirit and through the shared
life of the new communities of the churches, that
the Life offered in Jesus could be protected and
nurtured. Time and again, Paul would expound
the person of Jesus... “He is the image of the
invisible God”, “in Him the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell’, He is “the head of every ruler
and authority”, that “Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father”.

And knowing who He is, let those early
Christians know who they are. One with Him
who is all and in all. Destined and empowered to
grow in His character and hope. Part of the
same baitle for the human soul, on a personal
level, that Paul battled with on the wider canvas.

For us today, the truth is the same. The sources
of alternative perspectives and distractions are
even more powerful today, amplified by our
advances in communication and technology. His
words, encouraging us to focus on Jesus and
who He is calling us to be have never been more
important.

Taking that time to step back from the tumult of
the innumerable, and often polarised,
conversations flowing round us to listen to His
words, to listen to the gentle voice of the Spirit
within us, has never been more essential,
Personally and collectively.

U

2

One of the most startling statements of Paul in
describing what God is doing through Jesus and
His followers is this... “that through the church
the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now
be made known to the rulers and authorities in
the heavenly places.” So no pressure then! The
gospel will be understood through the people
who live it. This remains a powerful call on us to
remember our calling to make known in
ourselves and in our community that gift of grace
given to us through Jesus. And it would be a
great pressure if it was down to ourselves. But of
course it isn't. It is the work of God in us that
enables us to open ourselves - our thoughts,
emotions, our character - to be shaped through
the work of the Holy Spirit. This, of course, is
why Paull emphasises so often the need for
humility and gentleness in how we go about our
lives and relationships.

So as we recover from the heat and look forward
to our continuing mission and ministry, let's do so
with a clarity about who He is and who we are in
Him.

With every blessing,

Qules.
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FAMILY VISIT & WORSHIP @ ST. ADELINES
FROM LORRAINE

What a lovely 5-day break at my brother's

place for a family gathering in celebration

of my niece and her fam_lzs visit to the UK

We worshipped at St. Adeline's in Little
Sodbury, where William Tyndall felc

jeore], Thamk ok the calling to translate the bible into

For your presence here,
For the opportunity to pray
For the promise of peace
For the beauty of the world, the kindness of people

For all those whom | love.... And who love me

For your love towards me (and especially for...... ....)
For the cross of Christ and the power of the Spirit

Help me to show my gratitude in deeds as well as words

A phayer of Thanksgiring in

2% % %

English in 1520.

Praise the Lord, and . '=wt;g;w Foien ,:,:‘fo
thanks to my family! e ik %

Lorraine




From the United Kingdom
w e We were delighted to share a special time on

Sunday, 24th August, with some special
we r e guests. the committee of Redlynch Players —

who also serve on the PCC of St. Mary’s
Church, Redlynch. We fondly remember how,
A Holy Week drama reflecting the
experience of those surrounding Jesus

at Easter 2018, they blessed us by bringing the
Redlynch Players to perform ‘We Were There’
— a production raising funds for the hospital.

Performed by Redlynch Players,
a drama group from the UK

Saturday 31st March 2018 e

Holy Trinity Anglican Church T — :
21 Mavili Street, Corfu Town i
Performance: 7pm A Prayer for all within the Forest and
All welcome. Entrance free Redl nch Avon Church
Unreserved seating P ayers
O God our Creator, whose love is for
everyone, strengthen our commitment
and desire to love and serve all in our
community.
Help us to be obedient to your
command to share the good news of
your son, Jesus Christ and his love for
the entire world.
We pray for your Holy Spirit to give us
courage, imagination and wisdom, so
that we may be guided and equipped to
do your will.

Amen
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Hi! My name is Majken, and I come from
and live in Sweden. I'm turning 30 this
summer and work at a museum. I have no
siblings and was raised by my mother. Right
now, I live in a small apartment that has
everything I could wish for — truly an

answered prayer.

I received Jesus in 2014 and was baptised in
2015. | didn’c grow up in a Christian home,

and I found the church and Jesus through a
friend old and

struggling a lot with my mental health. Jesus

when 1 was 18 years

truly saved me!

I believe it was in 2017 or 2018 that I first
came to the church on Corfu. I was working
for a travel company and living on the
island. I had a church back home in Sweden,
but I missed having a church and a Christian
community. I searched online for English-

speaking churches and found HTC! I
couldn’t attend on Sundays, but I went
whenever I had a day off. I would bring my
Bible and just sit in the church hall or what
is now the café. It was such a beautiful

feeling — it felt like coming home.

I've kept in touch with a few people through
social media, and every time I return to
Corfu, I make it a priority to visit and
participate in HTC. It has become my family,
and I always feel so welcomed there — so
much of God’s love. And I will always say
that T have two church families: one in
Sweden, Hillsongs Stockholm and one in
Corfu, HTC.

Blessings x

" ‘ “ __" )
“Forget the former things do not dwell on the
past. See, | am doing a new thing! Now it

springs up ,do you not perceive H? | am making
a way in the desert and streams in the
wastreland ¥ I1saiah 43.18 - 19




FROM 10AM TO 13PM
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As we lift our eyes and open our hearts, let us bring our needs,
and those for whom we pray before our generous and loving
Heavenly Father;

O God, our heavenly Father, humbled in your presence, allow
us to bring before you the concerns in our hearts, of this world
and of those we name before you now.

By your grace you have given us this new day and we pray that
within it we will do, think and say only things that will glorify
your name. Help us to be the best version of ourselves as we
walk with you.

O Lord, as we find ourselves involved or witnessing difficult
situations empower us to find loving and peaceful solutions that
will honor you and bring you everlasting glory.

We thank you for the beautiful world which you created, and
as we mark creationtide this month we pray that you will make
us more aware of the needs of the places we live. Help us be
better stewards of this wonderful earth and teach us how to
encourage its growth and well being.



For the beauty of your creation, we are thankful; for the
destruction of it, we are remorseful. Help us to keep making
changes for the better.

We view with heavy hearts the places torn by war and
suffering. We pray Your peace for all civilians caught up in the
darkness of war. By Your loving light, guide the peoples in
these places into a peaceful, just and bright future.

We lay before you each and every nation at war and pray, Thy
will be done, and as a God of peace, we pray it shall be so.

We pray for our families and friends, colleagues and
neighbours and ask that as you bless each one you bind us
together in peace and love. Strengthen our hearts and fill them
with compassion that we might share your love and light with
those around us. May we reveal the joy of love in you to all
around us.

We thank you for our places of worship, those who lead us and
those who live as an example of all that you would have us be.
We pray that in serving you and sharing your word we might

all be drawn closer together and continue gathering in those
who are seeking to find you.



By Your Holy Spirit, help us to
serve you faithfully and graciously all of our days. We thank
you for the visiting ICS chaplains, and look forward to the return
of Richard and Jo Fothergill, Francis Houghton and Angela.
Bless them in their summer ministry here in Corfu and carry
them safely to and from the island.

We pray for schools, colleges and universities as they prepare
for the start of a new academic year. Give wisdom to planners
of lessons, give resources where needed and fuel the desire in
all who teach to pass on their knowledge to all students
willing to learn.

We thank you for those who teach in vocational
schools, especially where conditions are difficult and resources
are few. Bless all who educate and instil a desire for
knowledge in others. Let that knowledge also include the gift
of your Word, that those who hear or read it will seek and
find the joy of knowing you.

Bless all who serve under the leadership of Jules at H.T.C.
Corfu and give them all they need to maintain the loving,
hospitable welcome, and the embrace of your presence within
its doors.



Bless all who serve under the leadership of Jules at H.T.C.
Corfu and give them all they need to maintain the loving,
hospitable welcome, and the embrace of your presence within
its doors.

Bless the mission of the Logos Cafe, that it may
continue to bear fruit in its own unique way.

We thank you for
all council members, wardens, sidespersons, our treasurer,
secretary and all who make Holy Trinity a warm, welcoming
and loving oasis in Corfu town.

As the seasons change, may we all strive to remain faithful,
loving and gracious servants in the ministry of Your word.
Help us to be loving, kind, generous, gracious, forgiving,
steadfast and faithful as we traverse this month, grateful as
always that You are with us in every step we take.

Micah & : "what does the Lord require of you but to do justice
and to love kindness and to walk humblg with your God.”

Amen.
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Cartoon of the Week

I'VE TRIED TO EXPLAIN THAT HE'S GOING TO BE
WITH ME FOREVER. BUT HE JUST DOESN'T GET IT
11



21 LMAVILI STREET, CORFU 49100
WWW.HOLYTRINITYCORFU.NET

(0030) 6976 196 322
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Links
w. h at’s on Prayer Diaries & Useful Links -

@ HTC click on an image below
Click below to see our Calendar “ ( ] ,)/* B
& Website for more info . -
e Diocese

in Europe
ENHNSPOTH
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We always welcome contributions to our publications; however, we will not publish any
material which infringes copyright. When sending in items for inclusion please state your
source and the name of the author.

We are happy to accept prayer requests for inclusion in Pulse or in the morning service.
If you are requesting prayer for someone other than yourself please make sure you have
their permission to be mentioned publicly.

Please remember the submission deadline for PULSE is 25th of each month.
Articles, news, information etc. received after this time may not be included and will be
carried over to the next edition if appropriate. Thank you.

Editorial: htccorfupulse@gmail.com
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