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WORLD CHANGING NEWS 
Dear Friends, 
 

Summer is here - but not quite as we’d hoped! 
 

For those on the island involved directly or indirect-
ly with tourism (estimates up to 90% of businesses 
here on Corfu) there is growing concern over the 
restrictions affecting travel, especially from the UK. 
Everywhere is open and looking beautiful and invit-
ing but… the lower numbers and a late start at 
best, are beginning to take their toll, even on the 
optimistic and welcoming people here.  

 

On the flip side of the coin, there are many stories 
of people in the UK who have been working so 
hard during the pandemic, often under very frus-
trating and stressful circumstances, who are finding 
their plans to get away for while frustrated by their 
inability to quarantine on their return. What’s worse 
(but very predictable) is that the cost of 
“staycations” (another new word) have gone sky-
high. So rather than being able to enjoy a proper 
break, people will find themselves stretched to cov-
er the costs of a self-catering stay and they will 
need to take with them all the chores they were 
hoping for a break from! Rest is not a want… it’s a 
need! 
 

It does feel that the market-driven mechanisms that 
seem to influence so much of our lives are again 
creating more harm than good - especially for the 
majority of people who don’t have the resources or 
flexibility to make different choices. It is probably 
very difficult for those with the wealth and influence 
to make their own arrangements to even imagine 

STAYCATION? 

the impact on those without. 
 

It reminds me of the story of the rich young man. 
You may remember it from Luke 10: 

 

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to 
him and fell on his knees before him. “Good 
teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 
“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. 
“No one is good—except God alone. You know 
the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you 
shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, 
you shall not give false testimony, you shall not 
defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 
“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept 
since I was a boy.” 
Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing 
you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have 
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure 
in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, 
because he had great wealth. 
Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, 
“How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom 
of God!” 
The disciples were amazed at his words. But 
Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to 
enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a cam-
el to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.” 
The disciples were even more amazed, and 
said to each other, “Who then can be saved?” 
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this 
is impossible, but not with God; all things are 
possible with God.” 

 

I have often pictured this young man approaching 
Jesus with great excitement (St. Mark describes 
him as running up to Jesus) looking for the secret 
to eternal life - the one thing he doesn’t have or 
can’t buy or control. I imagine him approaching Je-
sus through the groups of people around Jesus, 
those struggling to get by under the harsh rule of 
the time, those without this young man’s wealth 
and influence, the poorer in society. I imagine they 
would be as interested to hear Jesus’ reply as the 
young man is! Jesus’ first response seems almost 

(Continued on page 2) 
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‘TOGETHER and APART’ 

We will continue to provide online ‘Together and Apart’ services, as well as the live Sun-
day service. There are also prayer meetings on Wednesday and Friday mornings. Please 
contact us, if you would like details of how to join us. 

https://sites.google.com/view/holytrinitycorfuonline/home 

dismissive at first but the man doesn’t give up - 
rather he seems to be encouraged - he has always 
followed the law, after all. He’s no criminal! 
 

And then there is this curious change of tone. Je-
sus looked at him and loved him. Did Jesus see 
genuineness in his questions and his search? So 
he gave him the insight he needed as to what was 
stopping him from truly becoming part of God’s 
kingdom. Go, sell everything you have and give to 
the poor. Why did Jesus present him with this im-
possible task? Why such a high price?  

 

God’s kingdom begins and ends with love and 
compassion. Those who do well in one particular 
human system or another, can easily slip into 
thinking it is their just desert; that what they have 
accumulated is theirs and theirs alone. It is a chal-
lenge to us all to remember that the creation be-
longs to the Creator and we are mere stewards; 
that those with more have a greater responsibility 
to steward what they have for the benefit of others 
not just themselves. Such a change of perspective 
requires a change of heart, a revelation… an 
epiphany. It requires God’s ways and heart to be 
revealed and accepted. The Kingdom of God 
knows no national, social or ethnic boundaries - 
these are justifications we have created, excuses 
we hold on to.  
 

The Kingdom of God begins and ends with love 
and compassion. Jesus is our Saviour and our 
model and he shows us that greater love has no-
one than this; that he lays down his life for his 
friends. Equality and justice in our age does not 
necessarily demand this ultimate sacrifice but 
something that seems almost as difficult. For those 
with power and wealth to act to ensure that those 
without have what they need. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

LOVE AND COMPASSION 

As I mentioned on Sunday last week, we have 
been praying since the roll out of the vaccines that 
this would be done fairly across the world. Leaders 
of church denominations have pleaded with those 
in authority to make this happen. It hasn’t. The 
same system that justifies those escalating prices 
for staycations has justified these inequalities in 
healthcare. 
 

It seems impossible to imagine any other way of 
doing things than the way we are; it seems difficult 
to even find the language to talk about new ways 
of sharing what we have that isn’t rooted in the 
economic language we have become so familiar 
with.  
 

But it isn’t impossible. Nothing is impossible with 
God.  
 

We never find out what the rich young man did. 
We know he left sad, realising that the spiritual 
task that Jesus had laid before him was the most 
difficult thing he had ever been faced with. Who 
knows if he joined that early church in Acts after 
that day of Pentecost - when the new church 
pooled its resources for their mission to change the 
world. What do you think? Did he? 
 

Jesus calls us all to be mindful of the need for us 
to place love and compassion at the heart of our 
decisions, personally and collectively. It is no acci-
dent that the very first thing we ask when we pray 
His prayer is “Thy Kingdom come”.  Surely this 
must mean He asks us to pray for God’s way to 
steward and share what we have?  
 

All things change. Systems and leaders come and 
go. Let us continue to pray “Thy Kingdom come” 
and keep our eyes and hearts wide open to 
change that will give all of us a new way of putting 
love and compassion at the heart of how we do 
things. 
 

With every blessing, 
 

Jules. 

https://sites.google.com/view/holytrinitycorfuonline/home
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PULSE PrayerS 

Lord, we have so much to thank you for. Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty Heaven and 
earth are full of your Glory! 
 
We thank you for the beauty of creation and the privilege of living in its beauty. Increase 
our desire and abilities to care for your creation. 
 
We thank you for our families, keep them safe and bless them 
with your presence. Keep alert and calm the young people tak-
ing exams at this time. For those without family, place them in 
your loving family. For displaced persons to find a place to 
settle in security.  For all those distanced or separated through 
hurt, bitterness and unforgiveness, Lord turn their hearts to 
forgiving hearts that they may know your loving peace. 
 
We thank you for answered prayer and ask that you strength-
en with your presence those anxious or depressed , those who 
are going through therapy. Place your  healing hands upon 
them. Give strength and patience for those caring. 
 
We pray for all those in authority in the world especially in 
countries suffering from war, oppression, poverty, famine and 
hunger or lacking medical supplies.  Lord give wisdom to all 
leaders, we pray that they themselves will turn and cry out to you for your wisdom and dis-
cernment, for changed hearts to your ways of love, fair and just.  Continue to protect Sabri-
na, her family and team in their work for the hungry in Yemen, and supply Emily with the 
funds needed for the work of Irise. 
 
We pray for an end to the virus and all its variations, meanwhile a fair distribution of vac-
cines in all the earth. 
 
We thank you for your worldwide church, our brothers and sisters and pray especially for 
those who are persecuted and imprisoned because of their love for Jesus. Holy Spirit flood 
them with your presence. 
 
We thank you for our togetherness near and far through this time as we move on and out-
wards. Continue to bless and guide us in wisdom and action in vision. For the encourage-
ment of our visitors, in person and on Zoom. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Your ways 
and 

thoughts 
are much 

higher than 
ours 

Isaiah 55:9 
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We pray for a good response and the Holy Spirit’s presence and healing on the upcoming 
events:- 
 ‘Dealing with loss during covid’ 
 ‘A day to remember’ 
 ‘The listening place’ 
Bless and give your ear to Jules, Trish,  Anne Scotland and others leading. 
 
 
We give thanks for ICS and pray for the summer mission chaplain Adrian, for safe travel, 
that he will be guided to opportunities and blessed in our fellowship. 
  
We give thanks for Jules and Trish who should take a break soon, so we pray they will enjoy 
their time be rested and refreshed.  Nigel and Anne will be here again, and we pray too for 
their rest and refreshing. 
 
For Jackie in Lefkada and the couple bringing their marriage before the Lord. 
 
Lord, thank you for the idea of Café Logos, which we want to use for the blessing of the 
community and to your glory!  Thank you for sending people to help and we pray for pro-
gression and steps nearer to opening.  Meanwhile Holy Spirit ignite and empower us with 
boldness, love and compassion. We eagerly desire all your gifts to see your Kingdom come. 
Amen. 
 
A prayer for us suffering loss. (Submitted by Jackie in Lefkada during ministry team 
meeting) 
 

Lord, know you care for us, and like lost sheep, you will bring us back to the com-
fort and safety of your arms.  
We come to you in our loss - loss of work, loss of health, and especially loss of 
loved ones.  
Guide us into your way of peace and strengthen us for the future.  
We turn to you in our need and thank you for your presence.  
Amen  

 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, The love of God and the fellow-
ship of The Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen 

2 Corinthians 16:14 
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For directions or more details please contact Richard Gittings. 
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Cartoons (with thanks to Reverendfun.com) 

WORD SEARCH  (You might want to print this page to do this) 
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All of us have been affected by the pandemic. We would like to offer the opportunity 
for anyone who would like to, to mark this time, talk, explore or simply remember.  
The following opportunities will be available this month. 

 
 

Thursday 
1

st 
July 

7:00 - 8:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 

9
th

 July 
9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 

Friday 

23
rd

 July  

10:00 am - 12 noon 

BETTER TOGETHER 

Dealing with loss during Covid 19 
 

Grief is difficult. Doubly so during a pandemic.  
An evening seminar, either in person at church or on Zoom, 
to explore these difficult questions and experiences together. 

 
If you would like to attend, please email htccorfu@gmail.com 

A Day to Remember. 
 

The church will be open to provide the opportunity to light a 
candle in memory of someone or something we miss.  Just 
come when you would like to and stay as long as you need 

The Listening Place 
 

Sometimes it helps just to talk. This is an opportunity to do 
just that. 

The church will be open, no need for an appointment. 
Just come when you would like. 

 
If you would like privacy, email for a time :-

htccorfu@gmail.com  
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corona conversations 

Faith, Grief and Covid 19: A Conversation. 

 

On Thursday July 1st HTC is offering an evening seminar which can be attended in 
person or on Zoom. The material for this stand alone session was created by Sanc-
tuary Missions (based in Vancouver Canada).  
 
Those of you who attended the Sanctuary Course earlier in the year will recognise 
some of the faces on the short film clips which make up part of the stimulus materi-
al.  
 
The four themes discussed are:-  
 

 How do we understand grief? 

 How do we understand grief as Christians? 

 How do we support those who are grieving? 

 What would you say to someone who is grieving right now? 

 

For those people who regularly offer pastoral support parts of this session will be 
useful revision. It should also increase awareness and teach us some new insights 
into how we can help those who are suffering and come alongside them in friend-
ship and hope. 

 

Some of the ideas covered include the following… 

 

 Using the three types of psalms: psalms of orientation, psalms of disorienta-
tion, and psalms of reorientation to provide a framework for grieving. 

 The “dual process model” for understanding grief. This model suggests that 
grief is not about progressing through stages, but rather moving back and forth 
between ways of responding to pain either through feeling the loss or exploring 
meaning.  

 The use of ‘lament’ as a tool to address grief. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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 Recognising the tension between our present experience of raw grief and our 
hope of the life to come. 

 The idea that when we are able to manage our own feelings, we are better 
able to be with others in their feelings. 

 The complicated nature of processing grief during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This is because the grief is complex due to double loss. Many individuals lost 
loved ones and were unable to attend funerals during this time. 

 The many aspects of grief and loss. Loss of employment, freedom, health, op-
portunity, quality of life and loss of vision.  

 Nurturing a connection with someone who has died. 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of the Ministry Team meeting in Trish & Jules’ garden. 



10 

 

We always welcome contributions to our publications; however, we will not publish any material which 
infringes copyright. When sending in items for inclusion please state your source and the name of the 
author. 
 
We are happy to accept prayer requests for inclusion in Pulse or in the morning service. If you are re-
questing prayer for someone other than yourself please make sure you have their permission to be men-
tioned publicly. 
 
Please remember the submission deadline for PULSE is 25th of each month. Articles, news, information 
etc.  received after this time may not be included and will be carried over to the next edition if  
appropriate. Thank you. 

 
Editorial: htccorfupulse@gmail.com 

Links 

https://
europe.anglican.org/
prayer-diary/prayer-
diary  

https://www.ics-
uk.org/Pages/
Category/prayer-diary  

 

http://
www.theagiot.com/  

 

https://
enimerosi.com/en 

 

https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/CorfuForum/?
ref=group_header 

 
 

WHAT’S ON at HTC 
 

Keep up to date with what’s on at 
Holy Trinity Corfu 

by visiting our website calendar. 
 

http://holytrinitycorfu.bravesites.com/whats-on 
 
 

 
OR 
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