KINGDOM BUILDING
Dear Friends,
Here on Corfu we are in recovery mode! Recovering from the storm - powerful enough to have
been named.. “Ballos”, recovering from a gargantuan effort by the HTC Team in hosting the Eastern
Archdeaconry Synod - (fantastic job everyone!),
and recovering from a very busy summer managed
as well as possible during this time of pandemic.
So… phew!
As you will read in this month’s edition, we have
been blessed with many visitors this summer, all
with their own stories, situations and ministries. It
is truly amazing to hear how the Spirit is leading
people all over the world to share the love of Jesus
in a dazzling variety of ways. Whether it is +Robert
attending a peace conference in Armenia (if you
haven’t heard what the oldest Christian country in
the world is enduring, it is worth researching); or
whether it is providing opportunities for renewal
through the “Filling Station” events around the
country led by Richard Fothergill; or the personal
evangelism and counselling of the ICS visiting
chaplains… the list goes on. Each church community and each member of the church has their own
unique calling to follow Jesus and to express the
reality of the Good News in their own particular
way.

And we must remember that our personal calling,
our ministry is never bound by what we do in and
as a church community. The way we serve our
families and those we live with is often our most
challenging and important calling. Every act of
kindness is an expression of the work of Jesus
within us, the Word manifest through us. The way
we are with others at work or in our social lives,
looking to act with an attitude of peace, support
and generosity towards those we know… all of
these conscious acts, words seasoned with salt
and prayer, all of these aspects of our lives can be
an offering of thanks and praise in response to the
love we have been shown by God.

SERVANTS

THE STATE OF THE WORLD

There is no one calling that is greater than another. As Jesus says, those who would be great in the
Kingdom of God become the servants of others being led by the Spirit into acts of compassion and
love. It makes all the difference in the world to
know that what we do in Him, builds the Kingdom
in the way only we can do in our particular place
and time.

One theme that continues to come through many
of the conversations I have is a growing concern of
the state of our world - and it is wise to hold these
concerns. Talking particularly with people in caring
professions, or in uniformed service or political
(Continued on page 2)
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likeness of His Son and the darkness we live
through is a transient corruption of what is ultimately working towards fulfillment in Jesus. When
we fix our eyes upon Him, upon His ways of hope,
forgiveness, reconciliation and peace, His vision for
the world finds another moment of fruition. We
are on the winning side and have taken another
step in the right direction!
So when we take a moment to breathe before the
next thing comes along(!) it is good “to be still and
know that He is God”; that all things are held in His
hands; that we are called to play our small part as
directed by Him and that He knows exactly what is
going on.

(Continued from page 1)

service, it is a challenge to remain optimistic at
times when so much of life and service is involved
with what is going wrong in people’s lives. But we
must always take the time to stand back and see
the whole picture. God is good and the life He
gives is a gift. Good and evil are not balanced in
this world - we do not live with a dualism between
two equal and opposites. No, God has created us
in His image with the potential to grow into the-

So I pray for peace, perspective and sure hope for
all of us over the month ahead.
With every blessing, Jules.

My name is Frances Houghton and I visited your
beautiful island with my friend and colleague, Angela Cattell, during the last two weeks of September.
We are members of the seasonal chaplaincy team of
ICS (Intercontinental Church Society) who visit many
countries in Europe and support local churches. Although connected with HTC for many years, ICS presence during the summer season is relatively new
and we were privileged to be able to serve in this
way and get to know many people who were extremely friendly and hospitable.
A big thank you to HTC congregation for making us
so welcome, particularly Jules and Trish, and Lorraine and Christine, who were helpful in providing
information and hospitality (Lorraine’s home bakes
and courgette patties were amazing).
We were able to visit different places on the island
and met locals and overseas visitors who we found
were open to prayer and to hear about our faith in
Christ. Our visit to Corfu was very rewarding and
both Angela and I would love to return next year to
renew the friendships we have made and to help
further the ministry of ICS.
With every blessing,
Revd Frances Houghton, ICS Seasonal Chaplain
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Synod Special Report
Pauline, Jules and I have just recovered from organising and attending the Synod of the Eastern
Archdeaconry (14th – 17th October, 2021) held in
Corfu, along with 30 other delegates and a good
number on Zoom. Not having met for two years
due to covid restrictions, this Synod was a very
special time of fellowship, catching up and sharing
news. It had been tricky to organize, again due to
government restrictions, with regard to acceptable
numbers and suitable venues but with the help of
our Lord and the spirit of sharing within His
churches on the island, all went according to plan.

Delegates stayed in the City Marina Hotel – conveniently placed in the Old Port - and all working
sessions were held in the beautiful Orthodox Spiritual Centre a short walk from HTC. Although the
weather was not kind we managed (mostly!) to get
from one place to the other without getting too
wet!! Archdeacon Leslie chaired the Synod and
Business Meetings and Chaplaincy, Deanery and
General Synod Reports (previously circulated)
along with financial updates were opened to discussion. A Bible study was zoomed in from Dr Clare
Amos in the UK with a second led by Canon Smitha
Prasadam from Copenhagen who joined Synod as
a guest. Bishop Robert reported on the International Conference for Religious Freedom and
World Peace which he had attended recently in
Armenia and an interesting panel discussion on
Church-to-Church Relationships in Greece was
held. It ended after Sunday Eucharist in St Francis
presided by Bishop Robert and cleverly channeled
on Zoom via and with HTC – all due thanks to Jules
for his inventive use of the internet!!

Delegates from churches within our Archdeaconry
(extending from Russia in the north, Austria to the
west, Greece in the south and Mongolia to the
east – and everything in between!) were invited to
attend after much uncertainty as to whether it
would actually take place or not. Endless emails
went back and forth with queries and concerns
(our grateful thanks to Miranda (Vienna) and Maggie (Corfu)), numbers fluctuated, logistics veered
this way and that and the Agenda was almost
turned on its head the day before it started! Despite all this, we were able to welcome everyone
at St Francis Catholic Church on Thursday evening
and Synod got underway.

Bishop Robert addressing Synod in the Orthodox
Spiritual Centre

All in all, it was a wonderful time of meeting in our
Lord. Everyone attending Synod is devoted to the
service of God in a variety of different ways and in
very different – and sometimes very difficult – circumstances. It was good to catch up on what God
is doing in his church on the ground - despite what
the world and the media would have us believe
and, as always, it was good to hear that no one
was going to give up his or her work anytime soon!
‘On the ground’ here in Corfu, I have to add that

Thursday evening Opening Session. Orthodox Vicar
General Father Themistocles speaking in St Francis
Church. (see page 5, for a transcript of the address)

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

without the excellent work (and delicious food and
cakes!) of the HTC Team, the Synod would not
have been quite so satisfying! So, our sincere
thanks go to Brian, Rhona and Lester for the refreshments and coffee breaks, to Thelma, Jane,
Maggie, Chris and Mignon who were on hand to
serve lunches and clear up afterwards and a special thanks to Denise (Sneezy) whose delicious
lunch impacted our later dinner at Takis Taverna!!
Speaking of which, a big thank you to Nina for
providing delegates and Synod invited guests with
a wonderful meal at Takis Tavera on Saturday
night. Of course, the practical support from Cosmas over the period was a blessing, the support
and eagle-eye of Pauline made sure there were no
big mistakes and Jules’ persistent battle with the
internet won over the day and made it all possible!

Saturday Panel Discussion on
Church-to-Church Relationships in Greece.








Rev’d Jules Wilson, Corfu.
Rev’d Chris Saccali, Curate, Athens.
Canon Leonard Doolan, Area Dean, Athens.
Orthodox Archimandrite Ignatios Sotiriadis, Athens.
Bishop Robert Innes.
Archdeacon Leslie Nathaniel.
Canon Bruce Bryant-Scott, Crete.

Here’s to Synod 2022 in Prague, God-willing!
Anne Giannouka
Eastern Archdeaconry Synod Representative

Delegates and Synod
invited guests enjoying
a wonderful meal at
Takis Tavera
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ADDRESS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE EASTERN ARCHDEACONRY
SYNOD
Your Grace, dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
On behalf of our holy reverend bishop Nektarios, Metropolitan of Corfu, Paxoi and Diapontian islands, I would like to welcome you to Corfu and to wish all the best in the Eastern Archdeaconry
Synod that takes place in our historical and beautiful city. Our bishop accepted the proposal for as
many sessions as possible to take place in the Orthodox Centre not only as a kind gesture, but
also as a significant movement that shows the excellent and brotherly co-existence and cooperation of all Christians, Orthodox, Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Protestants, here in Corfu.
We live together, we face together various modern problems, such as secularization, ignorance of
the basic elements of Christian faith, poverty, seeking of the meaning of life in doubtful paths like
life-coaching without God, new-atheism, nihilism and other signs of spiritual confusion. I think
that we all are not so happy with our youth, not the fact that young people do not have faith, but
we can understand that they don’t dig inside themselves and they approach life without spiritual
perspectives.
I think that we all are going to agree that God’s word, as it is in the Bible and as we live it in
Church’s life, is in fact not well known. The majority of people believe in God as a habit or a tradition. Others think that Christianity is one of the many religions that exist in the world, but not
God’s reveal to the humanity, “the Word that was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John, 1,14), and
invites us not just to follow him but to be united with him in living the enlightenment of the sacraments, in believing in his existing providence for us, in loving each other, in living as a community.
Are we to blame for this route? Undoubtedly, yes. But we need to step forward. To examine and
criticize, yes. To cry for our sins and our mistakes, yes. To realize that we cannot hide our falls, yes.
To become hopeless, to resign, to stop fighting, no.
There is a poem written by a famous Greek poet, named Konstantinos Kavafis. It is translated in
English by Philip Sherrard and Edmund Keely. Its title is “Walls”

With no consideration, no pity, no shame,
they have built walls around me, thick and high.
And now I sit here feeling hopeless.
I can’t think of anything else: this fate gnaws my mind
- because I had so much to do outside.
When they were building the walls, how could I not have noticed!
But I never heard the builders, not a sound.
Imperceptibly they have closed me off from the outside world.
In such a world, in which we realize that we are closed off, we must work as Christians to spread
light and love, spread Christ. Even if we cannot be united, because the past, our cultural differences, our different interpretations of faith do not allow this, we can still work as brothers and sisters in Christ, that are in the same side of the life, the side of believing in love and resurrection. I
hope that your Synod will give to your people and to us all, Christian hope! Thank you!
Corfu, 14th of October 2021
Fr. Themistoklis Mourtzanos
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A Personal Reflection on the Synod
by Jackie Dallos
Before I begin, I must first congratulate all involved in the planning and delivery of the Eastern Archdeaconry Synod 2021. No easy undertaking as there were around 35 guests attending.

view with history and splendour.
Our Synod began with a service of evening
prayer which I was asked to lead, an honour
and pleasure for sure, at the church of St Francis in the centre of town. This simple and plain
looking church from the outside greeted us
with a most beautiful décor inside and had
acoustics which were great for singing but
which sometimes made it hard work to hear
the spoken word. We retired the first evening
to a taverna quite close to the hotel for a
scrumptious evening meal then off to bed to
prepare for the next day.

Accommodation, meals, venues for services
and also meetings and the movement of people from one to another kept Pauline and Anne
and the rest of the synod team on their toes.
As if this wasn’t tiring itself, we battled an untimely rainstorm which not only lasted for most
of synod but which caused chaos with incoming flights sent off to circle the airport while a
spot was found for them to land when it was
safe. It created lagoons which traffic had to
navigate very cautiously around or through,
with water rising ever higher over hubcaps on
the cars.

Mornings began with an early prayer service at
St Francis followed by breakfast at the hotel,
then onto the Greek Orthodox Centre for talks,
bible study and business matters.
Those attending came from Chaplaincies all
around Eastern Europe including Moscow,
Warsaw, Copenhagen, Vienna, Istanbul, Izmir,
Kefalas (Crete), Budapest, Athens and of
course Corfu. Apologies if I have omitted anyone but I’m working from memory here and it’s
rusty these days especially after all that rain!
Each submitted reports on how their chaplaincies were doing and what the future plans
were for them. It is always interesting to hear
how other chaplaincies have coped with the
pandemic and the restrictions etc. Knowing
that we are all sharing similar experiences
helps us to be creative in thinking of how we
want to move forward into the future as we
hopefully come out of the pandemic.

Picture from ‘Keep Talking Greece’
Click for more information

There were business meetings where official
business was discussed and where necessary,
voted on. As a guest/observer I couldn’t vote
but it was good to see consensus and unanimity achieved in making decisions. Bible studies
were given by Clare Amos, and Smitha Prasadam. Both gave us lots to think on and were
delivered with passion despite technical difficulties for Claire who talked to us through
Zoom. Smitha was with us in person and her
talk was asking “how can we sing the Lord’s
song in a strange land?” if that line rings a bell,
it is part of a psalm and a line from a song
made famous by the group Boney M. However, we gave our own rendition of it under the

The deep puddles were a challenge to every
vehicle and passenger out there. Not least because the deep rain water hid all potholes from
drivers on the road. One certainly needed to
approach with care and caution, the potholes
of the area.
Having arrived on a slightly rocking ferry I
made my way to a taxi which took me to the
Marina City Hotel. Our home for the Synod. I
had a second-floor room with a spectacular
view of the old port and visiting cruise ships.
The fortress and Churches below filling the
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I can honestly say that the time we all spent
together was a blessing which I believe can
only strengthen ties between chaplaincies in
our vast diocese.
The ecumenical element which was added to
the Synod, with guests from the Greek Orthodox Church, Catholic Church, and Greek
Evangelical Church highlighted the way relations between them all were firmly cemented
in love for one another not just as brothers in
Christ but in real friendship. It was heartwarming to witness the same.
All in all, I would say that the events of the
past few days have shown that with kindness
and co-operation, courtesy and respect things
can be achieved that no one would have
thought possible even a few years ago. What
a wonderful model from which the world could
learn. Let us pray that this may be made possible. Thank you all for a great Synod.

leadership of our archdeacon Leslie Nathaniel.
Our Bishop, Robert Innes, was present for the
weekend and gave talks on the difficulties of
finding a common peace in broken relationships especially between nations. It is in recognizing what we have in common, rather than
what keeps us apart that we can start a dialogue which hopefully might lead to reconciliation. The part that prayer plays also being highlighted, especially when there is nothing else
we can do. Prayer should always be the first
and last option.
Andrew Caspari gave a talk outlining the funding and policy regarding use of savings in the
diocese especially in light of the pandemic
where churches have needed support. I can
assure everyone that the utmost care is being
taken with the resources available and planning is in place to make a financial recovery
over the next years.

Some of the HTC catering crew!

Our Synod concluded with a service of the Eucharist at which I had the honor of assisting
Bishop Robert.

‘TOGETHER

and APART’

We will continue to provide online ‘Together and Apart’ services, as well as the live Sunday service. There are also prayer meetings on Wednesday and Friday mornings. Please
contact us, if you would like details of how to join us.
https://sites.google.com/view/holytrinitycorfuonline/home
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19 October 2021
Bishop’s Advent Appeal for European Climate Disaster Relief 2021
Climate change is probably the biggest single issue facing humanity at present and into the future. When I
speak to Anglican colleagues from around the world, I hear of its impacts in everything from threatened
islands in Polynesia to desertification in sub-Saharan Africa. But this last summer, we have been forcibly
reminded that climate change is a global phenomenon that visits our own doorstep in Europe: fires have
taken hold in Greece, Spain and Turkey; there has been severe and fatal flooding in Germany, Belgium
and the Netherlands. Our chaplain in Liège, Revd Guy Diakiese, was among those pushing water and mud
out of the living-rooms of neighbours.
The root causes of climate change are now generally acknowledged to be the increase in greenhouse gases
generated mainly by the human burning of carbon. There is pressure worldwide to reduce use of fossil
fuels and stabilise temperature rises, and this is what COP26 in Glasgow is about. But as well as addressing the causes we also need to address the effects of rising temperature, as seen in more and more extreme
weather events. Very high rates of rainfall and very high temperatures have a devastating impact on the
wellbeing of people and property, as we have seen in our corner of the world.
So my Advent Appeal this year will be focused on assisting agencies that are working in these parts of
Europe, as they bring support to those who are affected by man-made climate change. Many of us will

The “Churchhelp” arm of the Evangelical
Church in Germany was amongst the first on
the scene in the clearing-up after the terrible
flooding in that country. This is from a documentary of their work in Bad Neuenahr, in
the Rhineland-Palatinate.

Apostoli is an agency of the Orthodox Archdiocese of Athens. They want to help with the
schooling of children displaced by the fires in
Greece. Our picture shows the island of Evia,
the first to be impacted. Thank you to Revd
Christine Saccali, from the Athens chaplaincy,
who was nearby.
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Many of us will know the work of Caritas International, the Roman Catholic agency that sustains many
varieties of Christian relief and support across the world; their national agencies in Spain and Italy will
assist with disaster relief.
“First Hope” is a Protestant agency working in Turkey to support those displaced by conflict, migration
and (this summer) the forest fires. Imaginatively, they provide “hygiene trailers”, so that those who no
longer have a home have places to wash, shower and clean clothes.
Funds raised will be divided between the different agencies. As usual, we invite each chaplaincy to make
its own arrangements for collection of money towards the Bishop’s Appeal and then for the local church
treasurer to forward collections to Nick Wraight at the diocesan office (see below). Please remember to
send an email to nick.wraight@churchofengland.org alerting him to the kind donation.
This is a very practical way in which the whole diocese can contribute towards the needs of those who
have become the most vulnerable people on our continent. Please do encourage your people to give generously.
Yours sincerely,

+Robert Gibraltar in Europe

How you can donate to the Bishop in Europe’s Advent Appeal 2021:
By cheque made out to:
Diocese in Europe (Advent
Appeal 2021)

By bank transfer to:
Account number: 40317039
Sort code: 20-06-13
IBAN: GB16 BUKB 2006
1340 3170 39
Swiftbic: BUKBGB22

send to :
Nick Wraight
Diocese in Europe
14 Tufton Street
London SW1P 3QZ
On the Diocese in Europe Just Giving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/diocese-ineurope
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PULSE PrayerS
God our heavenly Father, we thank you for every
blessing you lay upon us. not least this publication
which keeps us all connected with Jules and everyone at HTC. As we read of all that you have
brought to HTC may our hearts be opened and inspired to spread the love of your word, and the
encouragement found at HTC into the places we
live and work. Amen

vaccinated so that the virus runs out of hosts, ending this pandemic.
We pray for those awaiting consultations
or surgery. In your perfect timing Lord we ask that
all their needs be met. We pray for those on our
prayer lists especially Piper, Spiros, Anne, Aaron
and Naomi, Cassandra, Gracie, Keith and Nicky. In
your grace cover them all.

We call upon you Lord, to bless Holy Trinity, your
servant Jules, and all who meet there with the wisdom, discernment and grace needed to share your
word in a most effective way. To have the scriptures come alive before them, bringing hope and
confidence as we step out into the future. We
thank you for our spiritual home and all who serve
there. Bring us closer to each other as we draw
near in faith to you.

We pray for our families and friends. Praying for
good relationships with all. Help us to be quick to
love and forgive yet slow to hate and be resentful.
Balance our relationships that we might always be
a reflection of your truth, integrity, love and compassion. We pray for our neighbour and the
stranger in our midst. May we offer the spirit of
hospitality as shown in the bible. Help where
needed and support in all things.

We pray for the world and all nations in it. For developed and developing countries, for all peoples
and their leaders, that they may all come to know
you and live in you as you live in us. Grant your
peace to regions of conflict. Your holy provision to
those in need. Your love, find those that are lost
and afraid. Bring them comfort and confidence as
they come to know you.

We pray for the COP26 summit and ask that plans
to restore and conserve our resources and planet
do not get side lined by powerful business leaders.
Guide and protect all who are good stewards of
this earth.
We pray for those who have gone before us. For
all the saints in your heavenly realms. For those
who have passed or are close to dying, we ask for
your peace and presence to guide them through
this world to the next.

We lift up to you; all whom we know to be in
need, both spiritually and physically. Great physician, heal thy children that they may present their
mended bodies to you in thanks and praise. That
all for whom we pray receive the blessing of your
hand upon them. - That their situation be improved according to your will. We thank you for
the vaccines and pray that enough people will be

We humbly offer these prayers to you O Lord, for
the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, who is alive and
reigns with you. One God now and forever, Amen.
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“I lift my eyes to the hills, where does my help come from? My help comes from the maker of heaven
and earth” Psalm 121.
It is always a delight to be able to visit HTC in person and participate in sevices throughout the year. During my recent visit in September, I was challenged following a discussion with Jules to think through maintaining my saltiness in my workplace. I was given the opportunity to share my testimony.
In Mark 9 it says “Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with each other.” We are reminded to retain our saltiness. To set the scene I
was brought up in the Anglican Church, from the age of thirteen I made a firm commitment to follow the
Lord Jesus as my personal saviour.
For 40 years, I have worked in Social Services caring for adults in a number of different settings. I have
been privileged to be in a senior management position, managing social care staff who care for adults.
Although I may not explicitly share my faith in the workplace, staff are aware that I have a faith, this on
occasions leads to some interesting discussions.
The question that was posed to me in my discussion with Jules was how I maintain my saltiness in the
workplace. Since the beginning of the COVID pandemic as reported in the media, health and social care
staff have been severely challenged with an intensive workload.
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

In order to maintain my salt, as in God’s fragrance and presence there are a number of things that I have
continued to do.
As a young Christian in the early 1970´s, I was eager to read Gods word alongside other Christian books. I
had a hunger to learn and grow in my faith. I was fortunate to receive robust teaching and discipleship.
Over the years, this has enabled me to maintain my faith despite the different challenges that life throws
at us. I have developed deep wells of reserve. The wells have been particularly useful during the pandemic. Days have been exceedingly long, with pressing demands in relation to caring for vulnerable people, and supporting a large team.

The wells that I have developed contain scripture that I have learnt; psalms are particularly helpful. Worship songs and most recently the use of different prayer and scripture phone apps throughout the day and
early evening. Especially when time is pressurised, and I am exhausted after long hours. Short arrow
prayers are most useful when needing to reach out to God for strength and wisdom.
When time allows I aim to spend time enriching and building on my faith taking an area to read about,
research and reflect on. Times of retreat are precious. Corfu is a place of restoration (even for those resident on Corfu with busy lifestyles) It is good to take time out. Recently I was led to Psalm 121. ‘I lift my
eyes to the hills, where does my help come from? My help comes from the maker of heaven and earth “
Taking into consideration the different ways that I aim to maintain my faith, I have a sense that the presence of God is with me at all times. In the workplace it has been fed back to me that I have an incredible
sense of calm when dealing with a crisis. This I am reassured is God’s peace.
When I have struggled with strength to carry on with work I have asked individuals and groups to hold me
in prayer. It has been reassuring to know that people in HTC have been alongside me in prayer at this
time.
Jan Billington-Phillips

Listen to a great musical rendition of the
verse from Psalm 121, by Brian Doerksen.
Click on the picture to the right.
(It will play automatically after an advert)
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ALBERT COHEN ASSOCIATION, CORFU.
“THE CORFU CHANNEL INCIDIENT 1946.”
The commemorative plaque was unveiled by
Mr. Giougas and Mr. Machimaris, who then
laid wreaths, along with the British ViceConsul Corfu Mrs. Alison Turney. Jules prepared a memorial prayer which I read on his
behalf and that of Holy Trinity. Vice Consul
Alison introduced us to the Defense Attaché
Captain Bush and his wife Valerie and Pauline
invited them to join the Sunday Morning Harvest Festival Service the following day.

Albert Cohen Corfu, founded in 2011, is a
cultural oriented Association whose activities
and the events are targeted to highlight facts
and personalities related to Corfu’s local history. The association, having completed 10
years of various historical and culture activities, chose to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the “Corfu Channel Incident,” when
two British Naval vessels were struck by
mines in the Channel between Corfu and Albania. It was to become the first case to be
tried by the Hague International Court of Justice in April 1947.
The General Secretary of the association
Mrs. Roxanne Politi has been in contact with
Jules for 18 months to participate in the twoday event, but unfortunately when the time
came, he was unable due to a family emergency when he and Trish had to return to
England. Anne and I were asked to take over
the program and were introduced to the
event’s organizer.
On Saturday 2nd October Anne and I went to
Kassiopi where a memorial plaque had been
erected in the harbour to commemorate the
44 British seamen lost in the Straits of Corfu.

After the service Pauline and Anne walked to
the British Cemetery for the 12.30 service
which in Jules’ absence they were leading.
Commencing the service Anne passed on
Jules’ apologies and explained that, as
churchwardens, we held the responsibility for
the church and had to undertake his duties.
(Continued on page 14)

There were brief addresses given by the
president of the Albert Cohen association Mr.
Spiros Giougas, the Mayor of the Municipality of North Corfu, Mr. George
Machimaris and Captain Alex Bush RN, Defense Attaché of the British Embassy in Athens.
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of the Scarlet Rod (2006-2018) on the precise
facts of the Corfu Channel Incident. A report
was also given by Vice-Admiral ret. Demitrios
Delimichalis, ex Commander of the Corfu Navel Station, about technical characteristics of
the mines and their mode of operation as well
as a report by Mr.Alaxander Politis, Lawyer &

(Continued from page 13)

Pauline gave a brief explanation as to what
the gathering was for and told the story of an
eyewitness to the events who was just 7 years
old when the Corfu Channel Incident occurred
in 1946. Telling this story in front of the sailors’
graves, I became emotional as did some others attending the service. Anne and I led the
prepared service between us, and wreaths
were laid on the tombs. The service was attended by various local dignitaries including
Major General Charles Vyvyan CB.CBE, Gentleman Usher of the Scarlet Rod (2006-2018).
On Sunday evening a further event was held

at the Palace of St. Michael & George which
Pauline attended. A performance was given by
Corfu Children’s Choir, directed by Choir Mistress, Mrs. Christine Kalliaridou. The Choir
had won the gold prize in its category at the
International Choir Festival in Venice in 2017
and the highest award at the Youth Music Festival in Vienna, in 2018. They opened with the
British National Anthem followed by the Greek
National Anthem - a beautiful arrangement by
the choir mistress and beautifully sung by the
choir. They performed two other pieces, one in
Greek about Corfu followed by Vera Lynn’s
war time song “We’ll Meet Again” with all the
actions.

PhD researcher of the University of Luxembourg, concerning the legal and Diplomatic aspects of the Incident.
Translations of the all the speeches were projected onto a screen and a commemorative
album published by the Albert Cohen Association (in both Greek & English), was distributed
to those in attendance. The album includes
photographs of the incident taken by the late
Mr. George Psailis, caretaker and gardener of
the British Cemetery for over 80 years.
It was agreed that the organization of the
event was excellent and extremely enjoyable.

A greeting was given by the President of the
association Mr. Spiros Giougas and an address by Captain Alex Bush, RN Defense Attaché. A report was given by Major General
Charles Vyvyan CB, CBE, Gentleman Usher

Pauline Argyrou-Aspioti
Churchwarden
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CORFU CHANNEL INCIDIENT 1946
On 22nd October 1946 a young boy, 7 years old,
was leaning on the railings in Spillia (the Old Port)
looking out to sea when there were almighty explosions, people ran out of their homes. Men who
had boats and fishermen in their caique put out to
sea not knowing the situation but were prepared
for a rescue operation. Men & women who had
medical training went to help. Spyros, this young
boy, and his little sister Aspassia were left with
neighbours as were many other children not seeing their parents for days. This young boy much
later became my husband, Spyros ArgyrosAspiotis.

With the advance of the German Army in 1940
the British Community had to depart these
shores. In September 1943 the town of Kerkyra
was seriously bombed which gutted our church
in the Old Parliament building, which completely
destroyed the houses on one side of L. Zambeli
only leaving one building standing Bella Veniza
which at this time was a Girls School. Many other buildings were destroyed, The Catholic Cathedral - Doumo, The Italian Opera House and the
building that kept all the historic document of
Kerkyra “The Archives.” These incidents were
still vivid in the minds of the local citizens of
Kerkyra in 1946.
The Royal Navy Flotilla composed of cruisers
HMS Mauritius and HMS Leander with destroyers HMS Saumarez and HMS Volage was ordered
northwards through the Corfu Channel to test
Albanian reaction. Passing close to the Albanian
coast, which was considered a mine-free zone,
the destroyer Saumarez struck a mine and was
heavily damaged. The destroyer Volage was ordered to tow Saumarez south to Corfu. Whilst
towing, Volage was struck by a mine, both ships
bows were completely blown off. Adverse
weather made the towing exceedingly difficult
with both ships sailing stern first. Forty-four men
died and forty-two injured in this incident.

In November 1946 British Minesweepers, the Algerines, swept the channel on a clear up operation. Twenty-two mines were discovered and cut
from their undersea moorings. The placement of
the mines was deemed to be deliberately designed and not a random aggregation. The mines
were believed to have been laid by the Yugoslavians on the request from Albania.
On the day of the funeral all the shops in the town
closed for the day, the towns people lined the
route the procession was taking to pay their respects to these young sailors as their coffins were
borne to the cemetery.
This incident was first reported in the Greek press
followed by the French Press. The British press reported the incident on the 24th October 1946 the
day of these young sailors funeral. The British government severed all Diplomatic Relations with Albanian and was not re-instated until 1991.
(Continued on page 16)
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In September 2010 the Veterans of the British
minesweeping fleet “The Algerines” revisited
Kerkyra for a reunion and Memorial Service for
past comrades. These veterans swept the channel
in the clear up operation following the incident.
Holy Trinity was privileged to host a service for the
Algerines followed by a service at the British Cemetery.

(Continued from page 15)

In 1983 the surviving family members of these sailors came to Corfu to tell their stories to the then
chaplain Rev Robert Pickering and requested a Memorial Service on 22nd October. The church family
of Holy Trinity attended this first service along with
the families. The British War Graves Commission
eventually recognized this act of aggression. When
Holy Trinity Anglican Church had seasonal chaplains in the 1970’s on every Day of Remembrance
on a Sunday in November the Anglican community
on the island came faithfully to pay their respects
to those fallen in two world wars.

The Anglican community is part of the British heritage of this beautiful island of Kerkyra. A PLACE WE
CALL HOME.
Here before us is the Memorial Stone to commemorate the 44 men who were lost at sea and the 12
graves of sailors who survived the explosions and
succumbed to their injuries.

In 1987 the Corfu Navel Memorial Committee
raised the money for this memorial headstone to
mark the 40th anniversary of the tragedy. The memorial was unveiled by Rear Admiral “Joe” Selby
ex Captain and CLLR. Doug Francis both served on
HMS Saumarez. Since this time on the Day of Remembrance a second service is held in this area to
remember these young sailors, at the end of the
service people choose a headstone to lay their
poppies on and say a short prayer for that sailor.
This tradition continues to this day.

WE WILL ALWAYS REMEMBER THEM.
Pauline Argyros-Aspiotis

In 1996 a British Warship arrived for a formal ceremony. Sailors in full dress uniform lined the avenue of the cemetery leading up to these graves,
with sailors and officers standing behind the 12
headstones. The families at last had closure.
On 22nd October 2006 a British Naval ship came for
the purpose of a formal ceremony attended by Holy Trinity’s chaplains, past and present, Rev. William Elliot and Rev. Clifford Owen along with local
dignitaries.
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THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION ANNUAL POPPY
APPEAL – 2021
This year, Remembrance Day falls on Thursday, 11th November and, as is the
custom, there will be a Wreath-laying Ceremony at the British Cemetery on the
Sunday nearest to Remembrance Day. The Wreath-laying Ceremony will be held
on Sunday, 14th November 2021, and will commence at 11.45am for 12noon.
Although a number of Poppy Collection Boxes have been placed at various locations, there will be a Poppy Table set up within the British Cemetery, for those
who wish to purchase any of the many Poppy items on sale, including the Poppy
Badge for 2021.
I thank you all for your ongoing support, which is not so easy during the difficult
times we are experiencing lately. But, I ask you, as true and honest supporters of
The Royal British Legion, to donate what you can reasonably afford and I assure
you that every penny/pound/euro will be put to the best possible use.
Let us honour, once again, those who gave so much for so few, so we could be
free and let’s stand ‘Shoulder-to-shoulder with all who serve’

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
Lucy Steele, M.B.E.
Poppy Appeal Honorary Organiser
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Links
https://
europe.anglican.org/
prayer-diary/prayerdiary

WHAT’S ON at HTC
Keep up to date with what’s on at
Holy Trinity Corfu
by visiting our website calendar.

https://www.icsuk.org/Pages/
Category/prayer-diary

http://holytrinitycorfu.bravesites.com/whats-on

http://
www.theagiot.com/

OR

https://
enimerosi.com/en

https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/CorfuForum/?
ref=group_header

We always welcome contributions to our publications; however, we will not publish any material which
infringes copyright. When sending in items for inclusion please state your source and the name of the
author.
We are happy to accept prayer requests for inclusion in Pulse or in the morning service. If you are requesting prayer for someone other than yourself please make sure you have their permission to be
mentioned publicly.
Please remember the submission deadline for PULSE is 25th of each month. Articles, news, information etc. received after this time may not be included and will be carried over to the next edition if
appropriate. Thank you.
Editorial: htccorfupulse@gmail.com
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