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THE NEWSLETTER OF HTC -  May 2023 

Dear Friends, 
 
I hope everyone has had a wonderful Easter 
celebration (or two) and it was a time when our 
joy in the resurrection life we are gifted with 
has been renewed. 

I was very encouraged this year by the ac-
count of Jesus appearing to the disciples and 
then Thomas from the gospel of John. The 
message for us today seems loud and clear. 
The disciples gathered there had already 
heard from Mary that death could not contain 
him. He was God among us - how could it 
have. Yet - truth be told - they didn’t trust her 
testimony. They were a frightened group, cow-
ering behind a locked door in case they met 
the same fate as their teacher. Fear, in this 
situation, is the opposite of faith. I wonder 
what Mary thought of these strong, brave, sup-
posed men of faith as she feels their anxiety, 
hears them rehearsing their worst case sce-
narios… and she knows that he is risen! No-
one to say “alethos aneste” to her! 
 
And then Jesus makes himself perceivable, 
visible. And with one greeting, he replaces 
their overwhelming fear with peace and joy. 
I’m sure we know the Greek word for peace - 
irene - but of course its translation into their 
Hebrew culture was so much richer. Shalom. 
The ultimate gift - wholeness in the presence 
of God - be with you.  

And then straight on to the whole purpose of 
His revelation of himself to them - “As the Fa-
ther has sent me, so I am sending you”. These 
men and women, having had their world 
turned upside down by the understanding that 
their teacher and master is who He says he is, 
are now reminded of who they are. What they 
have been called to do and taught for three 
years, by Jesus himself, to be. They are to 
continue Jesus’ Kingdom mission to the whole 
world. Notice this - they are not given a new 
mission, a different phase - but the continua-
tion of His mission. As Jesus was sent, so they 
are sent. And the power of God in the gift of 
the presence and empowerment of the Holy 
Spirit is given to them to do just that. And the 
authority to forgive and release, or not, is be-
stowed upon them.  

Wow. These are the same people who were 
cowering behind the door just a few moments 
ago. And now… who are they? Apostles of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Witnesses to the salvation 
of God being wrought in the world. 
Faith not fear. Believing what they were given, 
what Jesus told them. You know, in our bap-
tism, we are given a vocation - a place in Je-
sus’ kingdom mission. We receive the call, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit; we are given a purpose 
that over-arches our whole lives in Him.  
 
It is faith that releases that in us and keeps our 
spiritual eyes and ears open to see where he 
is leading us. Easy to forget who we really are 
called to be sometimes, don’t you think? 
 
Well, I imagine that they were very excited 
once Jesus' presence among them ceased to 
be visible. They now had a new experience 
flowing through them - the joy that faith in Je-
sus releases; so many questions and yet… 
faith releasing in them that peace that comes 
from trusting that Jesus is with them. Knowing 
it for certain. 

SHE KNOWS 

WHAT’S CHANGED? 

FA I T H  N OT  F E A R  
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So, poor old Thomas eh? Coming round into 
the midst of all that! We know Thomas is a 
pessimistic kind of chap - remember his com-
ment from a few weeks ago when Jesus says 
he’s off to see Mary, Martha and Lazarus after 
Lazarus’ death? “Let’s go so we can die with 
him” was his joyful response!  
 
And Thomas is not having any of it. A whole 
week goes by. Not easy to see how frustrating 
it would be for Thomas, grumping in his doubts 
as he is surrounded by joyful, excited friends. 
 
I guess we all know something of that feeling 
at times. Sometimes we can arrive to worship 
with the weight of the world on our shoulders, 
dreading the thought of having to smile and 
put on a brave face when inside we can only 
see problems ahead… struggling to hold on to 
the promises of Jesus; The whole situation is 
made worse when others are just full of the joy 
of the Lord!  
 
But then, for Thomas, Jesus shows himself 
again. Jesus answers Thomas’ very particular 
problem with a very particular answer. Tho-
mas’ declaration that he won’t believe unless 
he sees those crucifixion wounds is met with a 
very specific invitation to do just that. How did 
Jesus know? Because he had been there all 
the time. 
 
The resurrection is not a resuscitation. Jesus 
isn’t bound by the physical limitations that he 
voluntarily endured during his incarnation. He 
is risen… the first glimpse of the spiritual fulfil-
ment he brings to the human race. Touching 
and investigating now seem irrelevant, even 
banal… My Lord and My God, Thomas ex-
claims.  
 
Note… My Lord… My God… What had been 
testimony from others now becomes his own. 
The joy that had grated against his doubt now 
overcomes him, becomes his. He under-
stands. Faith releases in him the joy and 
peace that come from knowing that Jesus is 
there always, his grace will never leave him. 
 
And Jesus gives us the clearest of messages 
through this beautiful revelation. A beatitude… 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

have believed”. Blessed, happy indeed, be-
cause faith enables us to realise that Jesus is 
here, in our midst, always - not an idea or a 
story or a testimony but the ultimate reality. 
 
Jesus was there with them whether or not the 
disciples believed it. Jesus was there with 
Thomas whether or not he believed it. But in 
believing it, accepting the reality of His pres-
ence, living in the truth of his peace and grace 
as the defining truth of their lives - that is what 
released them into the reality of the resurrec-
tion life, the eternal spiritual life that he prom-
ised them. 
 
Many translations use the word “doubt” for 
translating what Jesus says to Thomas… “Do 
not doubt but believe”... but the Greek here is 
unique in the NT to John; its closer translation 
is “stop being unbelieving”.  
 
Faith and doubt go way beyond acceptance of 
certain ideas. Faith is a state of being. Faith in 
Jesus, believing in Jesus is the orientation of 
our whole lives to the reality of his peace and 
grace. We are in Him. The truth and ultimate 
meaning of our lives and the world in which we 
live and the Kingdom in which we will live out 
eternity, are all Him. This reality doesn’t 
change if and when we allow ourselves to get 
drawn into fears and doubts… when we see 
the world around wrestling with ideas that hurt 
and damage us or the world around us. This is 
why we fix our eyes on Jesus, keep ourselves 
open to his presence… practising presence if 
you will… so that we can encourage ourselves 
and others to see the underlying beauty that 
truly surrounds our lives.  
 
So, and I am speaking to myself as much as 
anyone here, when those fears and doubts 
start to eek away at our joy, when our sense of 
calling is weakened because of accusations 
within… let’s just remember. He is here. And 
will be with us to the end 
of the age. 
 
With every blessing, 
 
Jules. 
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PULSE PrayerS 

Thank you Heavenly Father for Easter joy in the risen Lord Je-
sus our saviour and for the gift of prayer the curtain is torn and 
we can come directly to you in Jesus as out mediator. Thank 
you that you will never leave us and are with us in our joys and 
our sorrows. Thank you for answered prayer and miracles. 
Please come alongside those waiting and suffering in any way 
with your amazing presence comfort strength and hope. 
 
We thank you for our homes, food and families and pray your 
blessing protection and provision for them and most of all that 
they will know how real you are. Lord thank you for the privi-
lege of being where we are and we remember those who are 
homeless, hungry, living in worn torn countries, or refu-
gees .We can hardly imagine it. Lord have mercy and increase 
our compassion and action.  Lord it is in faith and hope that we 
petition you for peace on behalf of all affected by the war with 
Russia and Ukraine, and indeed all wars around the world. 
 

Lord bring your healing touch  to those who are sick  and  being treated for cancer, and let the little children Piper,  
Gracie, Nellie, Noah, Ben and Yanni  know you are their friend. Bring friends alongside the lonely and uplifting sup-
port for the bereaved and those   suffering mentally. Strengthen all those who are their loved ones and carers. 
We thank you for the privilege of living on this beautiful island and pray for a good tourist season. For full employ-
ment and refreshment for holidaymakers, open their hearts to search for you. 
 
We pray for:-  
 The Special Needs Vocational school, a new classroom and provision of all that is needed. 
 The Hellenic Red Cross that all will be provided to feed the needy families. 
 Provision and protection for Sabina and her kitchen and work in Yemen 
 Provision for Emily and her work with Irise and local community 
 A good turnout and joyful time at the Coronation celebrations at HTC, and that you touch them Lord to one 

day bow the knee to the “King of Kings”. 
 The ICS summer mission chaplains, that the Holy Spirit will pave the way and make openings for Adrian and 

Ruth Whitehall coming at the end of the month. 
 
Lord we give you thanks for HTC and all who have passed through, and all the ways you have worked. Thank you for 
the privilege of being part of your plan and purpose for your kingdom. Thank you for all the faithful in our congrega-
tion who honour you continually, thank you for our wider family universally who contribute and encourage. 
 
We pray that you will continue to bless Jules with your love and Holy Spirit. Give him continued strength and health 
as he leads us. Bless and protect Trish and all the family and our entire congregation. Thank you for the hard work 
of Pauline and Anne, our church wardens, and the church council and we pray your blessing, wisdom and discern-
ment. Thank you for Jackie’s ministry in Lefkada and supply her with helpers to increase your kingdom. Thank you 
for the hard work, all who have helped, and who willingly offer their talents and skills, and thank you for the gener-
ous giving hearts.  Inspire and empower us to create   a place of care, creativity and community in café Logos, a bea-
con of light for you, bringing in a new generation. 
 
As we remember the disciples seeing Jesus lifted to heaven, we remember his promise that he would not leave us 
alone. Fire in us a desire for your Holy Spirit and fill us with expectation. Come Holy Spirit and surprise us. Amen. 
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Cartoons (with thanks to Reverendfun.com) 

The Safe Space 
 
Have you recently lost someone you love?  Are you 
feeling isolated or anxious?  Does the world seem 
overwhelming and scary since the pandemic?  Is 
your mental well-being languishing or your self-
esteem low?  Then perhaps it would be beneficial 
to spend an hour in the "Safe Space".  
 
The Safe Space is an informal Christian counsel-

ling setting where you can receive one-to-one con-

fidential on-line space to explore your feelings. 

To book an appointment: 

 
email Trish: trishmariawilson@gmail.com or phone: 0030 6986644271 

https://sites.google.com/view/trish-wilson-christian-counsel/home 

mailto:trishmariawilson@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/trish-wilson-christian-counsel/home
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WHAT’S ON at HTC 
 

Keep up to date with what’s on at 
Holy Trinity Corfu 

by visiting our website calendar. 
 

http://holytrinitycorfu.bravesites.com/whats-on 

 
 

 
OR 

 

 

 

We always welcome contributions to our publications; however, we will not publish any material which in-
fringes copyright. When sending in items for inclusion please state your source and the name of the author. 
 
We are happy to accept prayer requests for inclusion in Pulse or in the morning service. If you are request-
ing prayer for someone other than yourself please make sure you have their permission to be mentioned 
publicly. 
 
Please remember the submission deadline for PULSE is 25th of each month. Articles, news, information 
etc.  received after this time may not be included and will be carried over to the next edition if  
appropriate. Thank you. 

 
Editorial: htccorfupulse@gmail.com 

Links 

https://
europe.anglican.org/
prayer-diary/prayer-
diary  

https://www.ics-
uk.org/Pages/
Category/prayer-diary  

 

http://
www.theagiot.com/  

 

https://
enimerosi.com/en 

 

https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/CorfuForum/?
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