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A different few months...
Dear Friends,
It’s been a very “different” few months! Different
from anything that I have experienced before and
different from what I was expecting to spend the
time doing!! But as with everything in our walk
with Jesus, all things work for good – in some
strange and mysterious way!! “Different” is often
surprising and that can be unnerving (to say the
least)… but it also leads to new experiences, new
challenges and, God willing, new learning and
growth. So, reflecting over this “different” time
have I learned anything, grown in any way?

after you very well, has He?” Apart from being a
bit cross at the insensitivity as it was only a few
days after I’d come home to recover, my main
response was a sadness that his perspective, his

LOVE and CARE
“faith” seemed to be so far away from the truth.
Not only had God’s Providence somehow worked
it through that I was in the right place at the right
time to have the professional expertise available
to find, diagnose and treat what needed to be
done, but the love of Trish and my family (a gift
from Him), the care and generosity of the church
family in support and love (the outworking of the
Holy Spirit), and Jesus’ tangible, transforming
Presence changing fear into peace… had made
this whole “different” experience a time of grace.
Hadn’t looked after me very well?!!! Our Lord
and His people could not have been more wonderful!

INSIGHTS
I think there are two key insights that have been
unavoidable(!) during this “different” time – the
power of prayer and the power of the Presence of
God to transform any situation. The prayers of
God’s people have often moved me to tears (tears
of joy) as I reflected on, not just the love and kindness, but the spiritual connection, the unity of His
people around the world. The cards, emails, texts,
messages… all letting me know that even though
there are certain experiences we may go through
individually, we are never alone. And the prayers
of His people lead naturally-supernaturally to the
Presence of God. The Presence of God takes even
the most frightening, stressful situation and wraps
it in grace and peace. No longer is the situation
defined solely by medical terms, procedures or
pains but by the gentle, Holy Embrace of the One
in whose arms we rest.

Continues on page 2
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I met a chap early on in my recovery who is always
joking and jibing with me about my faith and being
a minister; as many ministers do, I take it on the
chin and wait for the front to drop so the conversation can really start. On this occasion, the jibe
was something like, ”Well, He hasn’t been looking
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A different few months...
Looking forward, we are heading towards Advent
and Christmas when we focus again on the historic
reality that Jesus came among us, after thousands
of years of preparation, to reveal to us the “grace
and truth” (John 1:14,17) that underpins all our
lives and the whole of Creation. This “grace and
truth” is not an abstract idea, a philosophy drawn
up by men, but the very nature of God and revealed fully in Jesus – this “grace and truth” is a
person and personal. As we reflect on the wonder
that the One behind all things, shed his glory and
power to become vulnerable and exposed so that
we may see and experience His grace and truth,
we must also hold in our mind that He is right here
with us; within us through the Holy Spirit, around
us in His people.
This incredible history of our salvation painted
over millennia and still being worked through today, does not remain a remote landscape – a mere
canvas to wonder at – God insists on becoming
personal, close; closer than holding a baby and
feeling their warmth; closer than we can imagine –
until His Presence silences our thoughts and fills us
with his grace and peace – and we know.
What I don’t know is if I have grown through this
“different” time in anyway… we’ll have to see how
that turns out! I carry out of this time, not just an
improving level of fitness (which is great!) but a
desire to honour the grace and peace I have received.
With peace and blessings,

Jules.
The two orange trees in the church garden had
succumbed to disease and had stood as rather
ugly, bare trucks for some time. Michael Mewett
recently took time out to bring along his chain saw
and with the assistance of Rev. Nigel Scotland, our
locum Chaplain, felled the dead wood. What a difference! Thank you Michael & Nigel.

PS. It occurs to me that I haven’t here taken the
opportunity to publicly thank everyone. I know it’s
implicit, but I do want to particularly thank
Pauline, Anne, Christine, Lorraine and the Church
Council for doing such a marvellous job keeping
everything not just going but growing! It is so encouraging to hear of the Alpha course and painting
classes. The support of Peter and Barbara, Nigel
and Anne and Marie is fantastic.
So, explicitly, thank you 
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We Remembered...
Armistice Day fittingly falling
on Remembrance Sunday
commemorates the Centenary of the First World War
when an Armistice was
signed between the Allies
and Germany at Compiegne
in France, also known as the
”Armistice of Compiegne”
taking effect on the 11th day
at the 11th hour ,of the 11th
month and marked the end
of WW1.

were representatives from the Greek Orthodox,
Catholic and Greek Evangelical Churches. Fr Robert
and Mr. Spiros Mavronas from the Greek Evangelical Church read scripture readings.
Wreaths were laid on the WW1 War Graves by The
Vice Consul Charlie Picoula and Lucy Steele, Honorary Member of the British Royal Legion. John
McCrae’s poem, In Flanders Fields, was read by
pupils of Fotieni Tzrkou, English Language School.

The first service of the day
was held at Holy Trinity
which was traditionally
decorated with poppies the
flower of Flanders Fields.
The well attended service was taken by Rev. Peter
Jordan who came for a month’s locum cover as
our permanent Chaplain, Julian (Jules) Wilson, was
recovering from an operation.
The introduction of children into the service was
an initiative for this Special Centenary year. At the
end of the service Mrs. Picoula presented the children with a certificate marking their participation
of this Special Centenary Service
Moving to another part of the cemetery after the
wreath laying those assembled went to the Naval
Memorial Stone where the service continued in
Remembering the young sailors who died in the
Corfu Channel Incident of 1946. Wreaths were laid
by the Hellenic Armed Forces. At the end of the
service we traditionally lay our poppies on the
grave of one these young sailors and say a short
personal prayer

After the service the congregation of Holy Trinity
walked the short distance to the British Cemetery
to join the special Centenary Service which was led
by The British Vice Consul, Charlie Picoula.

We returned to the garden at Holy Trinity where
refreshments were provided by the British Vice
Consul.

In attendance were representatives of the DemosTown Council, Greek Royal Navy, Port Police and
Police Force, there were also representatives from
the local French and Swedish Consulates. The service was again led by Rev. Peter Jordan; there
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First Aid Course at HTC
On two consecutive Wednesdays, 15 participants
enjoyed an informative, interesting and fun First
Aid course at HTC.

knowing the Emergency number to ring, 112, to
remembering always, DR. ABC….come on the next
course to find out more! We covered CPR, for
both adults and children, used the resuscitation
dummy, and found a ‘cheeky’ way to remember
how to put someone into the recovery position…..and a host of other topics.

The course was delivered by Judith, a qualified
teacher and First Aider, ably assisted by her husband, Steve, also a qualified First Aider. Judith’s
presentation was made all the more interesting as
she shared her nursing experiences in Accident
and Emergency units in the UK, to add a depth of
knowledge and understanding to the delivery.

It is hoped that Judith and Steve may be able to
run another course next April. If interested please
contact Anne to reserve a place, subject to dates,
annehodson55@gmail.com.
Lastly a big thank you to Judith & Steve for giving
up their time and running such an excellent
course.

A whole range of subjects were covered in the two
sessions, giving all the participants, whose own
levels of knowledge varied from qualified nurse to
complete novice, a feeling of improved confidence
in dealing with the unexpected. This ranged from
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Greetings from Home - Where ever it may be!
We were there Corfu!

country. Our first camping weekend took place in
Sussex we attended the Big Church Day Out weekend. We were just below the South Downs with
25,000 people listening and joining in amazing
worship, some to our taste. Pete Greig who leads
the 24/7 prayer initiative shared a gospel message
where many people responded. In July we enjoyed
camping in Somerset with church friends at New
Wine, where we had the opportunity to join the
prayer team . We were challenged when praying
for people and encouraged to see God at work in
peoples lives. In our final camp we found ourselves
serving our church youth group at Soul Survivor.
We spent days cooking meals and serving the
group. It was encouraging to see 8,000 young people listen to inspiring messages and worshiping in a
vibrant way.

In late September we found ourselves back in
Corfu revisiting some of our favourite places. Holy
Trinity Church is special where we always feel
welcome . In conversation we shared about what
we had been doing since Easter and it was suggested that we write a paragraph or two for the
Pulse Newsletter to encourage you.
We were privileged to be on Corfu in late March
this year. We embraced the opportunity to spend
Easter with the congregation .We then joined the
festivities of the Greek Easter. We returned home
to the UK for a rest or so we thought!
Ian and I love camping and the outdoors life. England has had the most spectacular summer with
Greek temperatures especially in the south of the

Following our time on Corfu we ventured to the
mainland of Greece , not realising the a cyclone
was coming our way. We were on the Peloponnese
where some roads turned into rivers. We hope to
return to Corfu in the spring to renew acquaintances with friends in HTC.
With our best wishes to all those at HTC for Christmas and the coming year.
Ian & Jan Billington-Phillips

P.S. Ian and Jan are now in Tallinn, Estonia with friends. They normally worship at St. Marks, Battersea
and have been attending a course, 'The School of Spiritual Life' at Eastgate church.

Hi, this month we've been practicing our painting
skills on a pumpkin and pomegranate. Not easy, as
watercolour is a tricky medium to master. Rita
Contact Rita for details of the classes
alamanourita81@gmail.com
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~~~~~~ Who’s that then? ~~~~~
Recently Lorraine sent Pulse a couple of pictures with the comments:‘Great to see Loula again, here with her son Chris for a few days in October. Lots of memories including
making pickled onions and singing the song that Loula wrote " We Praise your name Lord".‘
Well I didn’t know who Loula is, or her connection to HTC! So I asked...

These are my memories...
Loula was around H.T.C in the 90's when she came
here to live with her husband Yanni. Loula with a
friendly face and warm welcome was always
around helping and using her talents for the Lord
especially cooking, being of Greek Cypriot background and sewing and listening, and her home
was always open for fellowship.
Sadly Yanni died suddenly and later Loula went
back to England. Her hospitality continued and
she chaperoned me, put me up, and came as my
ears (I'm a little bit deaf ) to a conference I went to
at H.T.B. (Holy Trinity Brompton).
More memories coming..., she ushered me forward
when someone had a word of knowledge for people with eczema to go forward for healing , and
Praise The Lord I was healed ! We see healings in
The name of Jesus here at H.T.C too !

Nicola, Christine and Pauline meeting Loula at HTC
in October.

So "We Praise your name Lord!" which is the title
of a song Loula wrote. Thank you Loula.

Lorraine

How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!
Psalm 133:1
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Cartoons (with thanks to Reverendfun.com)
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W H A T’ S O N
Sat
Sun

1
2

Mon

3

Thurs

6

Fri

7

For Prayer & Thanks

10:00 Christmas Bazaar
10:30 Family Communion
10:30 Sunday School
10:00 Watercolour Class
17:30 Home Group
10:30 Bible Study at HTC
17:00 Worship Group
09:00 Prayer Meeting



We give thanks and Praise to The Lord that
Jules is recovering well and pray for his continued strengthening for him to be ready for
the Christmas services.



Thanks for our locums, for coming to help
and also for their encouragement.



Alpha is continuing, it’s great to have people
enjoying the meal and joining in the discussions as we explore the Christian faith together



For all those leading and participating in services to be filled with love and boldness to
share the good news of the Christ child. At
this busy time may we be empowered to
shine the love and light of Jesus and draw
people to our Saviour, especially those bringing comfort to those terminally ill, and in
mourning.



Just as the Shepherds got excited with the
Good news the angels brought so may we
seek more of Jesus and be excited about telling others .



Pray for Lester’s speedy recovery following
knee surgery .

10:30 Little Angels Mums & Tots
Sun
9 10:30 Family Communion
Mon 10 17:30 Home Group
Thurs 13 10:30 Bible Study at HTC
17:00 Worship Group
18:00 Ministry Team Meeting
Fri
14 09:00 Prayer Meeting
10:30 Little Angels Mums & Tots
Sun
16 10:30 Family Communion
19:00 Carols by Candlelight
Thurs 20 09:15 Pastoral Care Meeting
10:30 Bible Study at HTC
18:00 Kerkyra Town Carols
Fri
21 09:00 Prayer Meeting
18:00 Carols at Messonghi
Sat
22 19:00 Kassiopi Carols
Sun
23 10:30 Family Communion
Mon 24 23:30 Midnight Communion
Tues 25 10:30 Christmas Morning Family Comm.
Sun
30 10:30 Family Communion

The Church will be closed from 25th Dec after the Christmas Day Service until the 8th January, apart from
Sunday Services on 30th Dec. and 6th Jan. Weekly programmes commence on the 9th Jan.
We always welcome contributions to our publications; however, we will not publish any material which infringes
copyright. When sending in items for inclusion please state your source and the name of the author.
We are happy to accept prayer requests for inclusion in Pulse or in the morning service. If you are requesting
prayer for someone other than yourself please make sure you have their permission to be mentioned publicly.
Please remember the submission deadline for PULSE is 25th of each month. Articles, news, information etc.
received after this time may not be included and will be carried over to the next edition if appropriate. Thank you.
Editorial: htccorfupulse@gmail.com
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