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START BELIEVING 
Dear Friends, 
 
This morning at morning prayer we had a fasci-
nating passage from the prophet Jeremiah 
(Jeremiah 29:1-14). It concerns a letter sent to the 
people taken in exile to Babylon. There is a huge 
amount of detail about how and when it was 
written and delivered, just to make sure that we 
have no doubt about its historic context. And it’s a 
letter penned by the prophet but the people are 
left in no doubt who it is really from… from the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel! A letter from God! 
That’s quite something. 
 
To provide a little more context, the people have 
just had their homes and land taken from them, 
they have been forcibly relocated into a strange 
land under a foreign power… all is literally lost, 
surely. But is it? 
 
The letter says that they are not to be despondent 
or start an underground rebellion; they are not to 
give up and feel that life has ended. So what are 
they to do? Very straightforward really. Build 
homes, grow food, raise families. Seek the good of 
those they live among. In other words, to continue 
to be the Lord’s people and most importantly, to 
know that He is ultimately in control. There are 
plans afoot - plans to prosper and not to harm, 
plans to give hope and a future. But they need to 
believe… to hold on to who their Lord truly is. 

Well, we have in the psalms, several responses to 
this letter. Maybe the most shockingly honest is 
Psalm 137. Hard to even say the last line so I’ll just 
link to it here. It’s a cry to God from the hearts of 
those wrestling with the reality of their loss, ha-
tred for those who have done this to them and a 
clear desire for vengeance and violence in return.  
 

ASTONISHING 

But as we know from the Book of Daniel and many 
other writings, some managed to find a way 
through these inner wrestlings to a place of humili-
ty and trust before God and, in due course, He was 
true to His Word (which never returns to Him with-
out bearing fruit) and the terms of His letter came 
to fruition. 

In Isaiah, this amazing turning point in the very 
consciousness of the people is reflected in the 
transition between chapters 39 and 40. A fresh 
realisation of who God is and who those who fol-
low Him are called to be. Effectively, they stop 
playing politics and start believing! They begin to 
understand that it is not just about them - it’s 
about the whole world. In Isaiah 49:6, the prophet 
utters the Lord’s words again… “It is too small a 
thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes 
of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that 
my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 
 
And in those incredible passages of the suffering 
servant (including Isaiah chapters 52 and 53) we 
are given an even clearer picture of the One who 
will ultimately bear the price of drawing the whole 
world to faith in their loving Creator. Jesus ulti-
mately shows what it is to walk in faith and to be 
so focused on drawing those who are lost and con-
fused or simply in denial that they owe anything to 
God, into a loving relationship with the One who is 
the source of their lives. And more. To see that 

(Continued on page 2) 

http://daily.commonworship.com/daily.cgi?today_mp=1
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=557359227
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=557357585
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=557458673
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vain attempts to gain and keep power for them-
selves, which always cause such pain and suffering, 
are futile and transient. They will all pass. But the 
Kingdom of God, of grace and compassion and ulti-
mately of eternal life with God, will never fade but 
find the fulfilment that God intends. 
 

And what is so incredible about this journey of 
faith spanning centuries, is that it is rooted in trust 
that God is in control, especially when situations 
seem their most difficult and impossible. Restora-
tion after exile. Resurrection after the tomb. Hope 
from despair. Life from death. 
 

The fantastic Kingdom canvas on which our lives 
are painted. We can see that the freedom that is 
our gift in Creation so often leads to consequences 
that we didn’t foresee - or did foresee and ignored 

(Continued from page 1) anyway - and yet our Lord not only graciously in-
tervenes at times to forgive and renew with mirac-
ulous kindness but promises to be with us every 
step of our lives, when we ask Him to be,  when it's 
a time when situations must run their course. 
 

And knowing all this, what are we to do? 
 

Make homes, grow food, raise families. Seek the 
good of those we live among. Be faithful. And 
share the wonderful news that in Jesus we have 
the heart and compassion of God made known - 
and that His promises are sure. Always and no 
matter what. Forever. 
 

With every blessing, 
 

Jules.  

Thank you all for praying for the wildfires that are doing so much damage across Greece and here in 
Corfu. 
 
You may be interested to know that we have been contacted by several Christian media organisa-
tions and local  BBC radio to ask what to pray for. We are really thankful for their concern and com-
passion and would like to encourage everyone to keep praying throughout the summer - as the risks 
continue. 
 
Here are two links to our responses to these requests and please do circulate to encourage prayer 
among those you know. 
 
This from Premier Christian Radio: 

 
https://premierchristian.news/en/news/article/chaplain-on-corfu-asks-for-prayers-for-rain-as-
greece-battles-wildfires 

 
And this from Trans World UK: 

 
https://youtu.be/rND0AV_9C4E 

 
Please keep praying. 

https://www.premier.org.uk
https://premierchristian.news/en/news/article/chaplain-on-corfu-asks-for-prayers-for-rain-as-greece-battles-wildfires
https://premierchristian.news/en/news/article/chaplain-on-corfu-asks-for-prayers-for-rain-as-greece-battles-wildfires
https://www.twr.org.uk
https://youtu.be/rND0AV_9C4E
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PULSE PrayerS 
“Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Before the mountains 
were born or you brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 
God”.  Psalm 90:1 
 
Lord God Almighty as we come to you now at a terrible time with wildfires all over Greece, Eu-
rope and beyond. We thank you for the firefighters risking their lives. Please guide them and pro-
tect them. We thank you for the wonderful way the local communities volunteer and help provide 
refreshment and offer hospitality.  In Corfu at the time of writing we are thankful no lives or prop-
erty have been lost. We pray for other places Rhodes, Evia, Volos & Thessaloniki. For those who 
have lost homes, loved ones, animals and farmers who have lost their income. Strengthen them 
and bring support. Give the authorities compassion and wisdom for their compensation and provi-
sion. We pray for the islands whose main source of income is tourism, that this will have no per-
manent affect. We ask you to still the winds and still the arsonists and pyromaniacs. 
 As Elijah prayed for rain and you answered, we also cry out for rain.  Enough to put out the fires 
and water the land without flooding. Lord has mercy on us, please hear our prayer. 
 
“Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain and 
it did not rain for three and a half years. Again, he prayed, and the heavens gave rain and 
the earth produced its crops.” James 5.17-18     1Kings.18.41-19.8 
 
In the heat and busyness of this month we pray for those working, especially in tourism. We pray 
for strength for the weary and rest and refreshing in the Lord. We thank you for our visitors and 
pray they will find welcome encouragement and inspiration. That they will leave the island both 
physically and spiritually refreshed. We pray also for those who have been working so hard at 
HTC to have a time of rest. Father Leonard  who has just retired as chaplain of St Paul's, Athens 
though remains our Area Dean. Blessings as they prepare to move to their new home and that 
God will make clear his calling to the person of His choice as next Chaplain. 
 
We continue to pray for your provision and protection on Sabina and team in Yemen and for The 
Hellenic Red Cross especially at this time. We thank you for the progress of The Special Needs 
Vocational School and pray for continued enthusiasm and provision. 
 
Holy Spirit, Comforter and Helper please come alongside those who are sick in body, spirit or 
mind, the mourning and dying. We lift to you for healing, especially at this time, Bryan T, Spiro, 
Sue, Gary and children Piper, Gracie, Nellie, Ben, Noah, Charlie and Yanni.  Lynne on the loss of 
her mum.  
 
Lord, we thank you for HTC, the people you have sent and the way you have worked through 
them and us. Thank you for each other, your love and the Holy Spirit who joins us together as 
your family. We thank you for Jules and Trish and pray that you will bless, provide and protect  
them and their family. Give strength, rest and joy to Jules and all those who have been working 
so hard. Please bless and increase the Lefkada and Messonghi services as new people come. 
Thank you for the joy of families visiting us and we pray Lord for your light to shine in the hearts 
of our own families and friends especially those who are lonely, ill or estranged or struggling in 
any way. 
 
Thank you for the vision of Café Logos and as it comes to completion, we ask that you continue 
to give us vision and provision in providing a place of your light, healing and joy. As we seek you 
Jesus, Holy Spirit provide the gifts we need to reach out in Your Name Jesus and bring in a new 
generation for you, fruit that will last. Lord of the harvest bring in more laborers.  
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How can words solve and heal real wounds, assuage real fears, 
wipe tears from real eyes? 
God of endless compassion transform our prayers from words in-
to bridges that span the distances between us, uniting our hearts 
with yours. 
Every time we turn our eyes to look, may we remember all who 
are losing their homes. 
Every time we step into our cars may we remember all who are 
having to flee 
Every time we embrace our children may we remember those who 
are trying to shield theirs from war 
May our besieged brothers and sisters be drawn into the arms of 
the suffering Christ, and may our cry be heard as the voice ring-
ing out from every corner of the earth, 
God of endless mercy. Grant us peace. Amen 

Oh Lord please stop the war between Russia and Ukraine. Amen. 

How do we pray for peace half a world away? This is a Jesuit prayer which Jackie 
included in one of the vigils for Ukraine and Russia. 

PULSE PrayerS 

Lord, 
help me to stand today. 
Temptations and trials abound. 
When life hurts, 
I get confused, dishonest, suspicious, and critical. 
I put on the belt of truth. 
When life hurts, 
my relationships suffer—especially my relationship with You. 
I put on the breastplate of righteousness. 
When life hurts, 
I either get really lazy or I make myself really busy. 
I put on the shoes of the gospel. 
 
When life hurts, 
I let down my guard and leave myself exposed. 
I take up the shield of faith. 
When life hurts, 
my thinking gets negative and I question everything. 
I put on the helmet of salvation. 
When life hurts, 
I’m a coward. 
I take hold of the sword of the Word. 
Lord, it doesn’t feel very “finished” down here. 
I don’t feel very “finished’. 
See me kneeling. 
Help me stand. 

From the book “God on Mute” Pete Greig used in Prayer Course II.  
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I have been asked to write a few words about our time as members of the Garden Tomb community in 
Jerusalem.  What is the Garden Tomb?  How did we become part of the community?  What do we do 
there? 
 
For many Christians, the site of the crucifixion, burial and resurrection of Jesus is where the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre now stands.  The evidence that suggests that this is the site is debatable.  In the nine-
teenth century many people started to look at a site just to the north of the Old City of Jerusalem: a skull-
shaped feature in a rock-face which is believed to be an ancient site of execution.    During that period, a 
tomb was discovered in an adjoining area that is now known to have been an ancient garden. “In the 
place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb...” (John 19:41). 

(Continued on page 6) 

CELEBRATING 200 
YEARS of ICS 

In mid-July HTC hosted a visit by Canon Richard Bromley, Mission Director of ICS, and his 
wife Denise.  The service was followed by lunch. When Lorraine caught up with ICS sum-
mer mission Chaplain, Andrew Haines, she asked him what else he did.  In response An-
drew wrote the article below especially for Pulse! 

THE GARDEN TOMB COMMUNITY 
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A 1900 photo showing the skull feature 
- left of centre – there has been 
much erosion since then. 

The site of the garden/tomb was purchase by an Anglican group in 1893 and opened to the public in 
1894.  The skull-feature remains just outside the property, and is now fronted by a bus station – a remind-
er that Jesus was crucified in a very public place. 
 
Visitor numbers grew slowly but steadily, and in 2019, pre-Covid, numbered about 450,000.  Many of 
them arrive as part of a tour group/pilgrimage, but many other smaller groups and individuals come as 
well.  We had visited three times over the years between 1984 and 2008.  We knew about the volunteer 
community, and made enquiries about becoming part of it as I approached retirement from parish minis-
try.  Two days after I retired we were on the plane for our first, probationary, time there.  It obviously 
went well as we have been back regularly since, for periods normally ranging from eight to twelve weeks. 
 
Our job as members of the community is not just to talk to the visitors about ‘stones and bones’.  They 
hear a lot about them at all the other sites.  They get a mention from us, but our main task and joy is to 
proclaim Christ crucified for our/their sins, and raised to new life that is ours to share.  At the busier times 
of year I might do this with up to ten groups per day.  In 2019 I had the privilege of proclaiming this truth 
to 7000 visitors from 56 different countries.  It is something we have done every year since 2012, with the 
exception of 2021, when Israel was closed to visitors because of Covid. 
 
Many of the visiting groups will also spend time worshipping in specially reserved areas of the Garden, 
and many will have Communion, which we provide and prepare for them.  Occasionally a group will want 
Communion, but do not have a priest/pastor with them, so I might be asked to preside for them.  It is al-
ways a pleasure, and also interesting if they do not speak English. 
 
I hope that gives a flavour of the place and what happens there.  It is an oasis of calm in a noisy and busy 
city.  It is often filled with the sound of singing, praise to the Lord.  Some sing beautifully; some make a 
joyful noise, but He hears and loves them all.  At the heart of the Garden is a plaque with a quotation 
from Psalm 122: “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”.  It is as vital today as it was when it was written 3000 
years ago, and now, too, that that ‘City of Peace’ will extend beyond the ancient city limits to embrace 
our wider world. 
 
Andrew Haines 
ICS Seasonal Chaplain 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

THE GARDEN TOMB COMMUNITY... 

The ancient rock-hewn tomb. 



7 

 

Violetta Teetor wrote some amazing po-
etry for the HTC course on forgiveness - 
one for each session.  

With Violetta’s permission we’re repro-
ducing them for you in Pulse.  

The first one was published in April’s 
edition,  here’s the next one... 

Conundrum 
When your son is taunted 
pushed, kicked when he’s already down. 
When your daughter’s cries 
of ‘stop!’ 
exacerbate the urge. 
When your friend’s 
effeminate gesture 
rewards him with 
a punch in his beautiful face. 
When what you say 
is misconstrued 
and bites you 
in a barrage of ugly words. 
 
The hurt 
the injury 
the life-long suffering, 
And all it takes is a simple phrase? 
 
‘I forgive you’ 
you want to scream 
you want to shout 
you want the world to know 
that this is not right. 
 
‘I forgive you’ 
let it rip 
let it be said 
give me a megaphone 
to preach 
the injustice of it all. 
 
‘I forgive you’ 
with a death 
that should have been yours 
to pay for the myriad 
transgressions, 
a death so gruesome 
so cruel 
so undeserved. 
We cast our eyes 
on your broken body 
and wait for our doubts, 
our confusion 
our self-righteous opinions 
to be redeemed 
clarified 
explained 
in the patience of time. 
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FRIENDLY 

FOCUS 

 
 

This month our Friendly Focus is 

Douglas Lanfear…and what a thought provok-

ing conversation it was. I hope you enjoy it. 
 

Thank you Doug for agreeing to be interviewed for the 
Pulse magazine. Please could you start by explaining to 

our readers why you came to be living in Corfu? 
 
I had to leave the UK on the advice of my accountant for tax purposes as I am a Mariner and I decided to 
visit Corfu, a place I had not been to for 25 years.  And I came and I liked it and I stayed in the North of the 
island.  I felt the Lord telling me to go to church. I never, ever go to church when I am on holiday.  So I 
looked it up and sure enough there was an Anglican church or an English speaking church and I made my 
way down and I just felt at home. I said to my wife, “I really like this place and I’ve found a good church 
here.”  And she said, “No, I’m not leaving England” and the rest is history.  We did leave England and we 
now live in Corfu. 
 
My second question you have already answered because I was going to ask you how you started to get 
involved with HTC.  I guess what you said was that you felt like a calling or a pull to it.  Would that be 
right? 
 
Yeah. I felt the Lord trying to tell me to go to church here.  I was a member of a church in England.  Obvi-
ously anywhere that I moved to had to have somewhere you could have fellowship.  
 
Most of us know that you alternate between being here for a month and then going back to work for a 
month. Could you explain briefly what work means in this context? 
 
I work all over Europe. I’m a Mariner and I work in the offshore industry.  At the moment we are in the 
process of helping build two platforms in the North Sea off the coast of Scotland.  So my role is to take the 
cargo out to sea and the people who need to construct the platform.  I also transfer any equipment and 
scaffolding that is associated with the construction and refuelling of the platforms.  But there are other 
projects.  We’ve worked with cable layers in the Baltic Sea;  we’ve done commercial diving.  All sorts of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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stuff to do with off-shore construction.  Also wind-farms, oil and gas. 
 

That sounds really interesting. Do you enjoy it? 
 
Well, I do hate the being away from home part. That is difficult. 
 
Have you always been involved with this type of profession? 
 
No. I left school and I was a banker. I was an investment banker for 13 years. I worked for one of the 
world’s top investment banks. Bankers Trust. At the time we were bigger than Goldman Sachs. And I was 
a trader in fixed income currencies and commodities for 12 years. 
 
At every interview we always touch on Covid. What was Covid like for you Doug. Weren’t you travelling 
during this time…how was that for you? 
 
By the grace of God I had no issues travelling. The whole process was an absolute ball-ache, if I can use 
that expression?!  It’s the only one I can think of! It was also very expensive for me because I had to be 
tested to leave the UK, tested to enter the UK and the timings were very crucial so I ended up getting 
ripped off quite often by the last minute (24 hour) results required for PCRs.  But as I say, by the grace of 
God I travelled backwards and forwards every month with no issues. I actually got repatriated by the 
Greek government when Covid first broke out.  And when I arrived on the island I was interviewed by the 
police as was Jane as to why I was here.  I had to prove that I lived here permanently and they asked us 
various questions but from then onwards they recognised me each month and it was never an issue. 
 
I spoke to someone else travelling and working during Covid and in the end they actually totalled up all 
they spent on tests and it was thousands. 
 
Mine was thousands as well.  And what was amazing was that all the flights were full during Covid. Abso-
lutely rammed. 
 
Crazy times! Moving on - if you had to choose one thing that you value in life above all else- what would 
that be? 
 
Well, the spiritual answer would be the Lord but the earthly answer is my wife.  
Do you ever miss living in the U.K.? 

(Continued from page 8) 
 

(Continued on page 10) 



10 

 

 
No. 
 
Do you have any regrets when you look back at your life so far? 
 

Yes, I wish I’d never left the city. The grass is not always greener on the other side.  
 
 

What’s your favourite way of passing time when you’re not working? 
 

I do a lot of spearfishing. I love swimming in the sea. 
 

So you are a sea-man then really? 
 

Yes, because before I went into offshore construction I actually worked on the trawlers for ten years as a 
commercial fisherman. So I went from the city to the sea - but to sea on trawlers. 
 

So the sea is calling you somehow or other? 
 

Well when I was at school, I either wanted to be a trader or a stock-broker, or I wanted to be a fisherman. 
By the grace of God I’ve done both. Being at sea is far harder work and far less lucrative.  
 

So how do you see your future ahead? And what would you see as a sort of rhythm of life for re-
tirement? Will it be in Corfu, do you think? 
 

Jane and I, God-willing, have decided this is where we are going to stay. We are not going to leave. We’ve 
got 5 dogs, 2 cats and a house that’s currently under renovation - it’s nearly finished. I’d like to have one 
more crack at something else before I retire - just to use the skills from trading and risk-management. I al-
so set up a business while I was at sea - I was very bored - so I set up a cosmetics manufacturing busi-
ness. I was supplying Waitrose, John Bell in Croydon (the Queen’s pharmacist). Unfortunately it didn’t 
work out and I financed it with my own money and I lost an awful lot. But by the grace of God we came 
through it. But again, I have a lot of other skills - other than being at sea - gained in business - and I’d like 
to do something that utilises those skills. 
 

Could you please explain your journey of faith to our readers and what part Jesus plays in your life 
now? 
 

I became a Christian when I was 13. Or probably before that because I was brought up in a Christian 
household. I was baptised when I was 13 and then when I was 16 I kind of walked away from the Lord. 
And I didn’t really come back to the Lord, I kind of dabbled with church so to speak, on and off, but I didn't 
really come back to the Lord until 15 or 16 years ago. After the cosmetics business folded I think it was 
then I came back to the Lord. 

(Continued from page 9) 
 

(Continued on page 11) 



11 

 

 

The part Jesus plays in my life? I rely on Him for everything. I’m always praying. I see answers in the most 
unusual ways. However what does always amaze me is that when I don’t  ask for help, and I need it, I tend 
to get help. When I pray about a situation I don’t necessarily see an answer straight away - or I don’t really 
know. What I have concluded is that you have to pray about everything and commit everything to the Lord 
- but God will always see you through it. I’ve seen that in miraculous ways. Lots and lots of times. Too 
many examples to say now. 
 

You once told me that you will talk to anyone about your faith? 
 

I have done on the plane, yeah. If people talk to me I talk to them about it. I don’t ram it down people’s 
throats but people have asked me why I’ve moved to Corfu and I have told them that we’ve found a good 
church. Then, that opened up a way to talk with people about church. There was an incident on the plane 
once travelling between Denmark and Belgium when the man next to me suddenly started shaking; he lost 
all colour. He then let go of his bowels completely, and had what I felt was his final gasp of breath. So, I 
just put my hand on his head and said in the name of Jesus and he woke up and looked at me and said, 
“Thank you”. 
 

Wow….. 
 

And I said it quietly under my breath. But he stood up and said ‘thank you’.  
 

Doug, it was great chatting with you this morning. It has been such an interesting talk. I have learnt 
more about your story today and I know Pulse readers will enjoy reading this. It has been a really 
fascinating conversation. Fantastic, thank you so much again! 
 

It was my pleasure. 

(Continued from page 10) 

(This lady from Thessaloniki has asked HTC to reach out for her to help her find Christian English 
speaking friends.) 
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The Safe Space 
 
Have you recently lost someone you love?  Are you 
feeling isolated or anxious?  Does the world seem 
overwhelming and scary since the pandemic?  Is 
your mental well-being languishing or your self-
esteem low?  Then perhaps it would be beneficial 
to spend an hour in the "Safe Space".  
 
The Safe Space is an informal Christian counsel-
ling setting where you can receive one-to-one con-
fidential on-line space to explore your feelings. 

To book an appointment: 

 
email Trish: trishmariawilson@gmail.com or phone: 0030 6986644271 

https://sites.google.com/view/trish-wilson-christian-counsel/home 

Cartoons (with thanks to Reverendfun.com) 

mailto:trishmariawilson@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/trish-wilson-christian-counsel/home
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WHAT’S ON at HTC 
 

Keep up to date with what’s on at 
Holy Trinity Corfu 

by visiting our website calendar. 
 

http://holytrinitycorfu.bravesites.com/whats-on 
 
 

 
OR 

 
 

 

We always welcome contributions to our publications; however, we will not publish any material which 
infringes copyright. When sending in items for inclusion please state your source and the name of the 
author. 
 
We are happy to accept prayer requests for inclusion in Pulse or in the morning service. If you are re-
questing prayer for someone other than yourself please make sure you have their permission to be 
mentioned publicly. 
 
Please remember the submission deadline for PULSE is 25th of each month. Articles, news, infor-
mation etc.  received after this time may not be included and will be carried over to the next edition if  
appropriate. Thank you. 

 
Editorial: htccorfupulse@gmail.com 

Links 

https://
europe.anglican.org/
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diary  

https://www.ics-
uk.org/Pages/
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