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BUILDING [COMFORTABLE] BRIDGES 
Dear Friends, 
 
As you can imagine, it’s been a busy time for 
some of us here with the practicalities of steer-
ing our way through the building work. Jesus 
said to Nicodemus in John 3 that “the wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes”. 

He was describing the work of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives but it seems to apply just as well to 
a Greek building project! But thankfully, and I 
really mean that, the creativity of our architect, 
Damien, and our contractor, Christos, have 
resulted in our very special building becoming 
even more so. I’m really looking forward to 
seeing it all completed very soon and celebrat-
ing this amazing gift that we have been given 
here. Sounds like a good reason for a party! 
But, of course, the real work will then begin in 
earnest - what we do with it, to share Jesus 
and the life in all its fullness that He longs for 
others to know for themselves. 
 
This “life in all its fullness” is the essence of 
our salvation. Of course, we need to take very 
seriously the impact of the things that make us 

THE REAL WORK... 

less in our lives (in other words “sin”) and that 
it’s difficult to miss the consequences that our 
broken human nature can have on each other 
and the world we have been given to care for. 
But in turning away from these things, we also 
turn towards…   and when we turn towards 
Him to grow in that “life in all its fullness”, that’s 
when we start to work out our salvation, our 
wholeness… That’s when the journey begins to 
gather pace. 
 
St Paul has a curious phrase concerning this in 
his letter to the Philippian church - a letter 
which is overwhelmingly positive about their 
fellowship and faithfulness. He says this, “... 
my beloved… work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12). Fear and trem-
bling? Why this? Aren’t we encouraged to see 
that there is no fear in love and that perfect 
love casts out all fear (1 John 4:18)? Why fear 
and trembling? 
 
Well, St. Paul uses this phrase several times in 
his letters. In particular, he uses it in his letter 
to the Corinthian church when he says that “it 
was in weakness, fear, and great trembling” 
that he went to Corinth. Here we have the 
great missionary Paul, empowered and sent by 
Jesus to bring the Good News to the cities of 
the ancient world, to lay the foundations of the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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church we still build on today - and we have an 
insight into how he felt at times... Scared half 
to death! Why is this? 

 
I would like to suggest that it is because when-
ever we “put ourselves out there”, whenever 
we do take a risk outside our comfort zone, we 
can’t help but feel exposed, nervous… we ex-
perience fear and trembling. There is nothing 
more wonderful than the grace and love of 
God and the inner peace and joy that we re-
ceive from Jesus - our “salvation” that draws 
us to be fully alive in Him. Yet this experience 
inevitably releases a desire for others to share 
in this amazing gift and to live caring and crea-
tive lives that bear fruit from what we have 
been given. And that… requires us to step out 
in faith and use the gifts we have for others. 
So out of our comfort zones we go - carried by 
His promise to be with us and trusting to His 
strength in our weakness. Hence… fear and 
trembling! But underneath it all… expectation, 
hope, anticipation. Trust. 
 
Working out our “salvation”, in other words our 
“life in all its fullness”, will ultimately lead us to 
take personal risks, to get stuck into enriching 
ours and others’ lives in ways that make them 
so much better than they would be if we simply 
hid our light under a bushel and closed the 
door to the world.  

(Continued from page 1) 
 

OUTSIDE OUR COMFORT ZONE 

In the 
beginning was 

the word... 

 
So where am I going with all this? Well as I 
said, the real work of using the gift of the Log-
os Cafe, or Cafe Logos as it seems to be be-
ing referred to now, is going to begin as soon 
as the builders put down their tools. How can 
we use this gift and our own personal gifts to 
make life richer for each other and the people 
we live among? Those two words - care and 
creativity - seem important; as does nurturing 
relationships and community life on a very di-
verse and culturally rich island. Making a clear 
and comfortable bridge that’s easy to cross to 
the healing and life giving love of Jesus re-
leased in prayer and worship is most definitely 
key. 
 
But what this looks like in practice, what the 
weekly, monthly, quarterly programme looks 
like; what is offered alongside a cup of coffee 
and a glass of wine… Well, that’s the detail 
that each of us needs to work out and that’s 
most likely where the fear and trembling come 
in! 
So I would like to encourage each of us again 
to think about what gives us life, where our 
passions lie, where our God-given gifts can be 
released, in care and creativity, to nurture and 
encourage community life and ultimately make 
that bridge easy to cross.  
 
With every blessing, 
 
Jules. 
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Kassiopi Carols at Lekas 
Taverna 21.12.22 
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PULSE PrayerS 

Lord and Father Blessed be Your Name forever and may we always make music in our hearts to you. 
We thank you that you never stop working. As we look at the world around us it is scary at times. The con-
flicts and oppression, rich and poverty, suffering, anxiety , depression, financial struggles, broken relation-
ships and personal struggles. 
 
So many tragic things have happened but also many beautiful things in our lives. Let us consider the trage-
dies and try to prevent them and help those affected. Let us be grateful for the beautiful things in our 
lives. Help those who are suffering and support those who are helping them. Give us patience, love, kind-
ness, and our daily bread and health. Give the world peace. Turn us into good people who are responsible 
for others, for our planet, for our families, friends and neighbours. Forgive us for our ignorance, as we 
often don’t see important things around us and people crying for help. Lead us in your way and give us 
strength and increase our faith, sometimes it’s difficult. 
 
You never stop working, you will never leave us, you are our everlasting light and your everlasting arms 
are beneath us. Our names are written on the palms of your hands, you are close to the broken hearted 
and crushed in spirit.  Keep us strong and in your service straining forward in the blessed hope of your glo-
rious appearing, the big wedding feast and the time when there will be no tears or pain, death of mourn-
ing. Hallelujah.  Thank you that we can do all things in you Jesus who strengthens us. 
 
Our hearts cry out for an end to war and evil. O Lord contend the enemy. We pray especially for repent-
ant, changed hearts and peaceful solutions between Russia and Ukraine.  

‘Consider our lament, hear our cries for help, our God and King, for to you we pray’ Psalm 5:1-2 
 
In Your Name Jesus we ask: - 

For an extra classroom to be provided for the Special Needs Vocational School 
Doctors to fill the gaps at Corfu Hospital 
The Hellenic Red Cross to have provisions for the families in need 
Protection and provision for Sabina’s work in Yemen. 
Provision for Emily’s work with Irise in UK and Uganda 
For Pauline and Veta as they prepare for the World Day of Prayer 
For Jackie’s ministry in Lefkada. 

(Continued on page 5) 

‘Fear not, for I am with you, be not dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you. I will help you. I will uphold you 

with my righteous right hand.’ Isaiah 41:10 
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PULSE PrayerS 

 
Thank you Lord, for HTC, for all the ways you have worked over the years and all the people you have sent 
and those who have come to know you. Continue to bless and strengthen Jules, our church wardens and 
council in your love and wisdom.  Bless and protect Trish and all our families. Touch them with your pres-
ence and salvation. 
 
Thank you for each other near and far. You never stop working and, and as the building work progresses, 
we pray for our finances, for strength, wisdom and discernment in all practicalities and new doors to 
open.  As Café Logos emerges, may your Holy Spirit lead us to fulfil your plan and purpose. Hallelujah. 
Amen 

(Continued from page 4) 

Mr Amoirides the headmaster of the school joined us for worship followed by Pita Cutting on Sunday 8th 

January. We presented him with the donation collected from our events 2022. Restrictions over, he invit-

ed HTC to visit the school and have coffee together. This some of us did on Friday 20th January.   We were 

warmly welcomed and were shown around all the school and met teachers and pupils. There are 50 pupils 

between the ages of 11 and 20 yrs., plus 18 teachers, a social worker and psychologist. Classes are be-

tween 5-9 children. 

They are soon to get working on the ground outside to plant and produce vegetables. They have also 

made olive oil from the trees on the property which they sell at their bazaars. Working the ground and   

gardening are their main job opportunities when they leave school. The headmasters and teachers are 

passionate about their work and there was a very happy atmosphere amongst everyone. Over coffee we 

heard of some of their needs. The biggest one being the need of an extra classroom for the next influx of 

new pupils, so of course we rounded off with prayer together. The headmaster relays on behalf of teach-

ers and pupils much appreciation of our continued interest, support and prayers. 



6 

 

Clues as to why the HTC library and social room is 
being relaunched as the Cafe Logos are pretty 
much in the name! Everyone is very familiar with 
“cafe-culture” these days and the idea of meeting 
up with a friend or two to take time out to catch 
up over a nice coffee or glass of wine is part of life 
for many. And the thing about cafes, to state the 
blindingly obvious, is that we know we can go in. 
We know we are welcome and its Ok for us to be 
there. There is little nervousness or uncertainty 
about going in and making yourself at home. Sadly, 
that’s not always the case with how people feel 
about church. For some, when it comes to enter-
ing a church, the situation can be laced with over-
tones and ideas from the past which can create 
barriers - however much those who are a part of 
the church community would long for there not to 
be. So, creating a space that has the word “cafe” in 
the name sends, we hope, a very clear and im-
portant message. You are welcome to use this 
space! 

 

The second part of the name - “Logos” - has very 
rich meanings indeed. 
 
At its most simple, as I’m sure we know, “logos” in 
Greek means “word”. This immediately fits in well 

Why Café Logos? 

with the offering of a library of English books that 
people can access. The refurbished space will have 
just that - with more capacity than there was pre-
viously. We are hoping, too, that we will be able to 
develop the space as a source of information and 
contacts for the sort of help and advice that is use-
ful and helpful to English speaking people living on 
the island. There will be access to fast internet and 
printing facilities to help people access those digi-
tal words that some may struggle with too.  
 

But of course, in the Christian context, the word 
“logos” goes much deeper. In fact, it is probably 
the most written about word in the Bible. And we 
know why. “In the beginning was the Word…”. St 
John’s incredible introduction to his gospel where 
“the Word became flesh” and lived among us “full 
of grace and truth” from whom we receive “grace 
upon grace”. Grace, that unconditional love and 
care for us, is just what Jesus comes to show us is 
in God’s heart. Grace is the purpose of His mission 
to us. So, it must be at the heart of our mission to 
those around us. It is, therefore. part of the vision 
behind Cafe Logos that care and compassion will 
find expression in this new space. Opportunities 
for people to support each other in different areas 
of life, a place of support in times of need. Many of 
these activities will be a continuation of what the 
church currently offers, pastoral care, food collec-
tion, support groups meeting. Hopefully these will 
find a fresh momentum and encourage new op-
portunities to develop when it becomes clear that 
this is what the space is available for… not just for 
those closely connected with the church but oth-
ers too. 
 

And there’s more to this word. St John tells us that 
“without Him not one thing came into being”. In 
our theology, the Logos, the second person of the 
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Trinity, the Son of God, is that which gives form and 
shape to our universe and our lives. In other words, 
“logos” is also about creativity. It would be wonder-
ful to see the space being used for all kinds of activ-
ities that reflect our creative gifts that are them-
selves a reflection of the image of God in which we 
are made. Here too there is an extension to what 
has gone before. Music, visual arts, crafts, the spo-
ken word and drama… All these are aspects of the 
life of HTC that will hopefully find a fresh expres-
sion in our new space.  
 

St. John, after his introduction, goes on to use the 
word “logos” to express how Jesus is God’s ultimate 
revelation, the light of the world, the one who goes 
forth from God to achieve “creation, judgment, re-
demption and renewal” (IVP dictionary of Jesus and 
the Gospels). Jesus is the Word of God. So, Cafe 
Logos will be a place where this Word can be heard, 
not just in care and creativity but also in teaching 
and exploring who He is and how His words speak 
to bring us into a deeper, richer life in Him. So, an 
attractive safe place to explore the questions of 
faith and discover the wisdom of His ways.  
 

There is much more that could be said about this 
incredible word - “logos” - and no doubt more will 
be! But I hope this gives an insight into why this 

name. Community, care, creativity and ultimately 
proclamation and praise! 
 

As I said in my letter this month, we go forward… 

with fear and trembling! But also, with anticipa-

tion and excitement and an open heart and mind 

to where we will be led. 

Jules 

Cartoons (with thanks to Reverendfun.com) 



8 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
 

Our sisters in Taiwan are sending us blessings with the service they have prepared for the World 
Day of Prayer 2023. Taiwan is an island rich in natural resources and culturally diverse.  The 
women of Taiwan share the issues faced geographically, politically and socially and also their 
hopes for the future. Let us join with them as we give thanks for the beautiful island and the peo-
ple of Taiwan and encourage one another in our faith just as Apostle Paul did in his letters. 
 
World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organization which enables us to hear the 
thoughts of women from all parts of the world: their hopes, concerns and prayers. 
 

The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in Samoa and prayer in native 

languages travels throughout the world – through   Asia - Africa – the Middle East – Europe – the 

Americas before finishing in America Samoa some 38 hours later. 

A women led, global, ecumenical movement 
  
Informed Prayer; Prayerful Action: We encourage women to plan ecumenically for the World 
Day of Prayer, promoting prayerful living and worship for men, women and young people 
and helping raise awareness of the lives and concerns of others throughout the world, espe-
cially those who write the service. 

Our preparation days are almost over, and many local committee meetings are taking place 
to prepare for the 2023 Taiwan service.  

Thursday 2nd March 2023 
18:00         

 
Hosted at the Catholic Cathedral (Doumo), 

Corfu Town    
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WHAT’S ON at HTC 
 

Keep up to date with what’s on at 
Holy Trinity Corfu 

by visiting our website calendar. 
 

http://holytrinitycorfu.bravesites.com/whats-on 
 
 

 
OR 

 
 

 

We always welcome contributions to our publications; however, we will not publish any material which 
infringes copyright. When sending in items for inclusion please state your source and the name of the 
author. 
 
We are happy to accept prayer requests for inclusion in Pulse or in the morning service. If you are re-
questing prayer for someone other than yourself please make sure you have their permission to be 
mentioned publicly. 
 
Please remember the submission deadline for PULSE is 25th of each month. Articles, news, infor-
mation etc.  received after this time may not be included and will be carried over to the next edition if  
appropriate. Thank you. 

 
Editorial: htccorfupulse@gmail.com 

Links 

https://
europe.anglican.org/
prayer-diary/prayer-
diary  

https://www.ics-
uk.org/Pages/
Category/prayer-diary  

 

http://
www.theagiot.com/  

 

https://
enimerosi.com/en 

 

https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/CorfuForum/?
ref=group_header 
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