ACCEPTING SITUATIONS
Dear Friends,

a land created by my eldest and it’s a joy now to
glimpse (over WhatsApp, of course) our granddaughter transporting herself to the land of Frozen
with her faithful reindeer by her side. But when
the game is over, even she has those moments of
sadness where she realises she misses her friends
and the park.

It has been a real pleasure to worship together in
our various different ways over the last few
weeks. It has definitely been a silver lining to the
lockdown cloud to be able to see each other on
Sunday mornings; not the same as all being together but certainly a blessing!

In a way, our plans for the future can be a little like
the games we play as children… we imagine how
we would like things to be; live in that world for a
while in our minds then start to shape our own
private worlds to make that happen, that dream
come true, that vision a reality. Our loss of freedom to travel, meet and make our plans unfold
creates the tension, the frustration. We can’t make
the world the way we want it as easily as we
could!

It is still quite disconcerting and confusing trying
to make plans for the months ahead at the moment. We have had to let go of quite a few things
we were looking forward to. Nigel and Anne will
not be able to be with us this month as planned simply not possible with hotel and flight cancellations. ICS seasonal chaplains are unable to visit;
many of our family plans are now complicated by
the many risk factors that weren’t there before
when we were looking ahead… will the journey be
safe? Will I be able to self-isolate if I have too?
Will the airlines cancel? Will government policy
change? Will there be another outbreak? We face
continuing uncertainty as many countries try to
resume some kind of business as usual. How do
we face these times? How does our faith help us
to live well through them?

Some people who have managed to make the
most out of the last few months seem to have
found a way through this. Rather than worrying
about the future, they have embraced the present.
Rather than focussing on what has been lost, they
have looked at what they have been able to do
instead.

FANTASIC ADVENTURES
I have often found that the frustration I feel when
plans change or I struggle to pin down what’s happening next, arises from holding on to something,
or thinking about the situation in a particular way,
which increasingly doesn’t reconcile with the reality around me! When we were children, it was easy
to imagine ourselves in all kinds of exciting stories,
situations and exotic locations. The hard and fast
reality around us was nothing in comparison to
the fantastic adventures going on inside our
heads. My parents thought it very funny that my
favourite toys were the cardboard boxes the
“real” toys came in. Our children lived for weeks in

(Continued on page 2)
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have been shown through the Word made flesh,
our Lord Jesus. He has revealed that we can trust
that the Kingdom is here and growing towards fulfilment no matter what events grab our attention
in the news.

(Continued from page 1)

There is little doubt that we will all be affected in
some way, shape or form in ways that we are yet
to be able to see - but we are left with a choice do we let go of what we can no longer do and
begin to imagine a different future or, do we continue with the frustration of focusing on what
we’re not going to be able to realise?

Desiring and allowing the Holy Spirit to shape our
understanding of this ultimate reality so that we
can grasp for ourselves a vision of His Kingdom is
the very best place to begin our planning. Here are
the foundations of rock, not sand; here is where
the storm around us is stilled by His command and
the far shore comes into focus.

It seems to me that there is a peace which comes
from accepting situations as they are and working
with what is in front of us, rather than creating imaginary worlds as we did as children. Best to make
the one in front of us the best we can. It’s as that
famous prayer, adopted by AA, originally written
by the Christian theologian Niebuhr, who prayed,

These glimpses of the Kingdom are the means by
which we can set our lives in their true direction.
What God is unfolding before us and with us is
something we know we can trust as we set our
priorities and make our plans.

“O God and Heavenly Father,
Grant to us the serenity of mind to accept
that which cannot be changed;
courage to change that which can be
changed,
and wisdom to know the one from the other, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.”

These insights are gifts from the Holy Spirit and
they are the core of the prophetic gift. We will be
exploring this gift a little more in this month’s edition and it seems a timely opportunity to seek this
gift again for ourselves as we look into a changing
future.

This feels like a very helpful prayer for the months
ahead as we think about our own personal plans!

I pray that we all experience the peace that is our
Lord’s gift, at this unsettling time.

And… we must remember always that there is a
bigger picture here too. The world may seem to be
in a constant state of flux, always on the brink of
being out of control but we must never forget the
Ultimate Reality behind all things. The Word constantly speaks form and order into the very fabric
of creation as it did in the beginning. When God
“speaks” there is no question or uncertainty. Behind all the unfathomable chaos there is a steady
purpose and direction grounded in love. This we

‘TOGETHER

With every blessing,
Jules.

and APART’

We will continue to provide online ‘Together and Apart’ services, as well as the live Sunday service. There is also a Monday ‘virtual’ home group and prayer meetings on
Wednesday and Friday mornings. Please contact us, if you would like details of how to
join us.
https://sites.google.com/view/holytrinitycorfuonline/home
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WHO ARE YOU?
Our roving reporter went to find out more about
STEVE LESLIE (one of HTC’s musicians)
...well actually it was another phone call

PULSE:
STEVE:

Place of birth?
Plastow.

PULSE:
STEVE:

Favourite colour?
Blue.

PULSE:
STEVE:

Beer or wine?
Wine

PULSE:
STEVE:

Best bit of the Bible?
John 14:15-16 - “If you love me,
keep my commands. And I will
ask the Father, and he will give
you another advocate to help
you and be with you forever .

PULSE:
STEVE:

Gym or Swim
Gym.

PULSE:
STEVE:

Cat or dog?
Dog.

PULSE:
STEVE:

Most Northern place you lived?
East London!

PULSE:
STEVE:

Beatles or Stones
Beatles.

PULSE:
STEVE:

Fav worship song/hymn?
What a beautiful name it is, the
name of Jesus.

PULSE:
STEVE:

First Car?
Wolsey 16/60

PULSE:
STEVE:

Music. Listening or playing?
Both.

*** Let us know if you liked this snapshot of someone at HTC. Maybe more could follow in future editions. ***
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PULSE PrayerS
Please pray for:Protection as …

HTC receives summer visitors.

Local businesses re-open.
The coronavirus pandemic ….

Those who have the virus.

Those who have lost loved ones.

People who live in fear in these times.

World leaders as they continue to address Covid-19 issues.
Other ….

For Jules, as he gives so much to inspire and lead the HTC family.

Logos Café. That the plans will be finally approved.

Jackie in Lefkada as she and Spiros move house.

Linda in Lefkada who recently lost her husband, Kevin.

You did not choose me,
but I chose you and appointed you so that you
might go and bear fruit –
fruit that will last – and
so that whatever you ask
in my name the Father
will give you.
John 15.16.



Thank God :
That the tourist season is opening up.

The Yemen Kitchen Project has received funds to be able to continue.

The recovery of Beccy, Steve, Quinn and Parker from Covid-19 and others you may know.

PICTURES
AT AN
EXHIBITION

Not the Russian composer Mussorgsky's most famous piano composition or the Emerson Lake & Palmer’s 1971 recording!
The Water Colour Group will have an exhibition of some their work in the Church during August.
You will be able to see the pictures on Sundays and at any other time the building is open.
(Subject to Government regulations for the control of Covid-19)
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I am noT a knITTeR
I am not a knitter. But this week I finished a six-year knitting
project: a scarf. Full disclosure – this should not have taken me
six years; more like six weeks. But it was satisfying nonetheless
to come to the end of this huge ball of rainbow wool that I
bought in 2014 and have to Google “how to cast off” because
it’s been that long since I finished knitting anything.

“I've written a bunch of blogs detailing various adventures God
has called me on. I just can't
seem to stop writing! “
View all posts by Rebecca
Coatsworth

The act of knitting reminded me very much of how I feel about
life right now. Repeating the same motion over and over and
feeling like not much is happening. The ball of wool never
seems to change in size, and the scarf never seems to get
longer – until the day you notice it has. Days would go by without much change, and then one day I would pick up the scarf to
resume and notice that it was so much longer than a few days
ago. Those days when I noticed the difference gave me the
motivation to keep going during the days when I felt like not
much was happening.

Life may feel like it’s “on pause” for many of us right now. For
others, things have been happening that, in a pandemic-free
society, would have looked much different than they do now. I
really struggle with feelings of helplessness – and it’s hard not
to when we see the news, which seems to dominate both my
phone and TV screens, looking for signs that things are getting
better.
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

But, as a Christian, the hope that anchors my soul during this
time is that God is not on pause, and He is not helpless. He is
still at work – in me, in my church, and in the world – even if
that’s hard to see. one of the things I love about working for
open Doors is that I get a global perspective of how the church
around the world is showing God’s love to their communities.
For example, in Sri Lanka, a church pastor has been handing
out food rations to all of the families in their village – including
the people who attacked his congregation members. It’s taken
both the community, and the attackers, completely by surprise
to receive such care.
The Apostle Paul writes in Colossians, “In Jesus, all things
hold together.” (Colossians 1:17) knitting reminds me that
things are changing, bit by bit, and that one day I’ll be able to
look back and trace where God was and what He was doing
during this strange time. He is weaving everything together –
and He is holding me together.
knitting also reminds me that change is in the small things. I
can make a difference bit by bit, stitch by stitch – in every
phone call I have with friends, in every conversation with a
neighbour, in every work task I complete, and, most importantly, in every prayer I pray. When it comes to prayer, I am so easily discouraged – especially when I don’t see answers immediately. It reminds me that I’m not a patient person, and that the
best things take perseverance. (That might be why this scarf
took six years to finish.) Praying is like knitting – lots of small,
repetitive actions forming something much, much bigger. And,
like knitting, it can take a long time to see the finished product.
But if I don’t knit, how will I ever finish my scarf? And, if I don’t
pray, how will I ever see God’s answer?

“In Jesus, all things hold together.” I may have finished my
scarf, but God hasn’t finished – not by a long shot. He’s not finished with me, or the world. So, I guess I’d better get myself
some more wool and start all over again.
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ebecca came to HTC in
2017 as part of a team
running
‘Festival Jubilate’
aimed at young people and telling them about Jesus.

UPDATE
As you can imagine, not much has moved with regard to the
permission to begin the work on the renovation of HTC. We are
blessed with most of the funds we need, very generous assistance by
those involved in the application process and approval from the post-Byzantine archaeological
department in Ioannina on the mainland.
We are, however, yet to receive approval from the archaeological department in Corfu. There was
a planning meeting held to discuss our application but unfortunately this was not communicated
to us or to the architects helping with the proposal! So, there were two questions raised and the
proposal was returned. We're now in the process of resubmitting the application with answers to
those questions and a plea that we be invited to the next meeting. We have been informed that
this feels like business as usual when dealing with sensitive, historical buildings such as ours.
So, we keep praying and remaining confident that this is in the Lord's hands and will unfold according to His timing. on reflection, it would have been a very complicated time to relaunch the
Logos Cafe so if there are hurdles to overcome, now is a good time. We are also praying that the
way we manage the process will be a good witness to the gospel too.
So please keep praying and thank you again for all those who have already been so generous in
their support.

Cartoons (with thanks to Reverendfun.com)

7

PART TWO - PROPHECY
Last month we started this series exploring the
fruit and the gifts of the Spirit by thinking about
love - both a fruit, the first and the greatest gift.
This sets the tone for any discussion of any
other gifts by laying the foundation that servant
-hearted love, love whose motive is the service
of others, is the only context in which the gifts
of the Holy Spirit can find expression. The
power of the Holy Spirit is the power of God;
but power perfected in humility.

It certainly grieves God when our motives get
twisted but it also closes up the possibilities for
us to be a vehicle of the Holy Spirit. Which
means, of course, that the kingdom mission
stalls! So it was so important that those in the
Corinthian church correct their selfish and
competitive motivations and come together as
the body of Christ in Corinth so that the Holy
Spirit can work through them for the kingdom.
The gift that they are going to need once the
foundation of love is restored is the gift of
prophecy.

So following on from the incredible chapter 13
of 1 Corinthians, which as we know ends with,
“the greatest gift is love”, Paul goes in chapter
14 to say this:

What is this gift of prophecy and why so important?

“Follow the way of love and eagerly desire
gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.”

First and foremost, prophecy is not really too
much about telling the specifics of the future.
Prophecy is not divine fortune telling. If you
want to know your future in Jesus, it’s very
straightforward… Heaven awaits through His
grace! There are, of course, prophecies in the
Bible, old and New Testaments, which give us
a perspective on the overarching shape of salvation history - they reveal to us God’s will that
must come to pass. Such prophecies prepare
us for Jesus, his incarnation and his return that’s why “the testimony of Jesus is the spirit
of prophecy.” (KJV Rev 19:10). The history of
God’s intervention and self-revelation to us is
always through our Lord Jesus. But Jesus
Himself is always very keen to avoid any kind
of date-and-time-event-foretelling.

Anyone who has studied 1 Corinthians will
know that the Corinthian church was in trouble
with Paul. The church had become spiritually
competitive, divided and had lost its way. The
emphasis of Paul’s teaching in this letter is to
bring them back to the understanding that the
power of the Holy Spirit is given to help to
grow the kingdom of God and to encourage
others to find the God of Grace that Jesus revealed.

(Continued on page 9)

8

Much more importantly for our work for the
kingdom, is understanding the heart of God
and forth-telling what is happening from His
perspective. When we read the great prophets
of the Old Testament, we see time and again,
and interpretation of the state of the nation
from the perspective of God’s Kingdom. Cries
for justice and equity, for honesty and fairness
ring out amid the selfish and decadent excesses of their time. The prophets warn, time and
again, of the consequences of living away
from God’s ways and the scriptures tell the
history of those consequences unfolding. Walter Brueggemann in his wonderful book, The
Prophetic Imagination, describes how the
prophets of the Old Testament are voices of
both judgment and hope; judgment as their
society fails to embody God’ ways but hope
that God will bring about transformation.

It will be the case for us, too, that there will elements of both judgment and hope. We will
need to change, personally and collectively,
and keep on doing so as we walk with God.
But we know there is no condemnation, only
grace, in Christ so we know that judgment that
leads to conviction that leads to change is a
great source of hope for us.
So to desire the gift of prophecy is to desire
revelation and guidance as to how we should
think, pray and act in a way that brings God’s
kingdom in. It makes perfect sense that St.
Paul goes on to say in 1 Corinthians 14:

Prophecy is about seeing the situation through
God’s eyes, capturing His imagination - the
prophetic imagination. It’s about seeing where
God is heading - where we are being led - and
being able to articulate that in ways which direct us there, in step with the Spirit.

“the one who prophesies speaks to
people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort... the one who prophesies edifies the church...”#

So now it becomes clear why prophecy is the
next building block after love. When we can
see our individual lives and the life of the
church as our Lord sees it, we can be guided
by Him. The prophetic gift is just this - being
able to see who we are and where we are
heading in step with the Spirit.

There has been a lot of weird and not too wonderful stuff throughout the centuries muddying
the water around prophecy. The idea that
there are specific dates and times and events
all planned out if we could only crack the
code… are really far closer to superstition than
sound faith. Prophecy is actually far closer to
home than this; the prophetic gift is the way in
which we are able to look at ourselves, our situations and even our societies and understand
what we can do to move ourselves closer to
the heart and will of God… how we can be
more like Jesus.
(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 9)

This is what Jesus is alluding to when He says
that we will do greater things in His name. His
name is not a magic word, but His way, His
kingdom way… the way revealed to us
through the prophetic gift of the Holy Spirit.
Then we are in line with God’ activity… well
it’s God’s power at work not ours.
So St Paul was telling Corinth and equally us
that we need to be eager to have this. A clarity
of vision for the Kingdom… a gracious judgment leading to hope and transformation. It is
this “prophetic imagination” which can inspire
and direct us so that when we align our own
actions and will to this, we are in step with the
Holy Spirit. We’re not left alone, as Jesus
said, the Holy Spirit teaches us all things
(John 14). It’s His power that is at work; “‘Not
by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says
the Lord Almighty. (Zech 4:6)

St Paul is describing a different way of understanding, a different way of being taught…
through the Holy Spirit explaining to us. And
as we can see through the whole of this letter,
St. Paul is constantly trying to get people of
the church to be less centred on themselves
and more centred on the kingdom and the
service of others. The gift of prophecy, building on the foundation of sacrificial love is the
hope he expressed for the church he loved.

The gift of prophecy is therefore a gift for us all
- a gift that will help us to look at ourselves,
our family and our church, our society through
God’s eyes and to learn how the Holy Spirit
would have us act. As with so many of the fruit
and the gifts, it is given in prayer. And what is
most important about this type of prayer, is
that we listen. We so often associate prayer
with talking, praising or reading… in prophetic
prayer we need to be the ones who are spoken to. St. Paul describes his own experience
of this earlier in the letter to the Corinthian
church, when he says:

It’s no different for us today. So take time this
month to listen to the Holy Spirit. Ask Him to
show you His vision of who you are; ask Him
to share with You your next joint mission together. Then take time to listen. And share the
answer.

“This is what we speak, not in words
taught us by human wisdom but in
words taught by the Spirit, explaining
spiritual realities with Spirit-taught
words.” (1 Corinthians 2:13)
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What’s on at
Holy Trinity Corfu
Wed

1

9:30 FB Prayer Group

Fri

3

09:30 Prayer at HTC & FB

Sun

5

10:30

Mon
Wed
Thurs
Fri

6
8
9
10

18:00
9:30
18:00
09:30

Sun

12 10:30

Links
https://
europe.anglican.org/
prayer-diary/prayerdiary

Family Communion at HTC
& On-line
Home Group
FB Prayer Group
Ministry Team Meeting
Prayer at HTC & FB
Family Communion at HTC
& On-Line
Home Group
FB Prayer Group
Pastoral Care Group

Mon 13
Wed 15
Thurs 16

18:00
9:30
9:15

Fri

17

Sun

19

Mon

20

09:30 Prayer at HTC & FB
Family Communion at HTC
10:30
& On-Line
18:00 Home Group

Wed

22

9:30 FB Prayer Group

Fri

24

Sun

26

Mon

27

09:30 Prayer at HTC & FB
Family Communion at HTC
10:30
& On-Line
18:00 Home Group On-Line

Wed

29

9:30 FB Prayer Group

Fri

31

9:30 Prayer at HTC & FB

https://www.icsuk.org/Pages/
Category/prayer-diary

http://
www.theagiot.com/

https://
enimerosi.com/en

https://
www.facebook.com/
groups/CorfuForum/?
ref=group_header

We always welcome contributions to our publications; however, we will not publish any material which
infringes copyright. When sending in items for inclusion please state your source and the name of the
author.
We are happy to accept prayer requests for inclusion in Pulse or in the morning service. If you are requesting prayer for someone other than yourself please make sure you have their permission to be mentioned publicly.
Please remember the submission deadline for PULSE is 25th of each month. Articles, news, information
etc. received after this time may not be included and will be carried over to the next edition if appropriate. Thank you.
Editorial: htccorfupulse@gmail.com
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